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ing station between East and West
under the leadership of its second
ruler Shaikh Abdullah Bin Sabah
Bin Jabir (Abdullah I) who reigned
into the beginnings of the second
decade of the Nineteenth Century.
Part Two attempts at chalking Ku-
wait's main features in the first half
of the Nineteenth Century which
witnessed the start of the bicen-
tenary of the Al-Sabah family rule
under the leadership of Shaikh
Jabir I, Kuwait's third ruler.

By 1813, the year which witnessed
the death of Kuwait's second ruler
Shaikh Abdullah Bin Sabah Bin
Jabir, the country had emerged on
the regional scene as an accom-
plished commercial power based
on a well-established moral and
political system which upheld se-
rious enterprise and creative ways
of wealth making in line with in-
herited values and traditions.
Moreover, Kuwait was character-
ized by a marked openness and
outreach to the world, which were
considered as a corner stone for
survival and flourishment.

It is within this scene that Shaikh
Jabir Bin Abdullah Bin Sabah, Ku-
wait's third ruler, assumed the
country’s reign in 1813 as succes-
sor to his father. His reign lasted
for about 47 years during which
Kuwait's commerce grew further,
and the country had a firmly es-
tablished reputation as a settled
and independent emirate which
played politics on equal footing
with regional powers. Moreover,
Kuwait extended military help to
many surrounding towns to re-
store their peace and security.
During the first half of the Nine-
teenth Century, many of Kuwait's
characteristics were inspired by its
charismatic ruler Shaikh Jabir I, in-
cluding his farsightedness and re-

The reign of Kuwait's
third ruler Jabir Bin
Abdullah Bin Sabah
lasted for nearly 47
years.

He was known as Jabir
the Rice Donor because
of his lavish charity to
the needy and the poor.

J_Stocqueler

solve when the defense of Kuwait's
interests was involved, in addition
to the compassion with which he
treated the poor and the needy.
He was famed during his time as
“Jabir Al-Aysh” (Jabir, the rice do-
nor). The Kuwaiti historian Abdul-
Aziz Al-Rushaid describes him was
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“a wise, compassionate, firm, and,
generous ruler whose magnanim-
ity became a universal example; he
was known as Jabir the rice donor
because he lavishly donated to the
poor and the needy” (Al-Rushaid
p.94).

This picture is confirmed by the
description assigned to Shaikh
Jabir Bin Abdullah Al-Sabah by his
foe Bandar Al-Sa'doun, chief of the
Muntafiqg tribe (South of Iraq) who
described the Shaikh of Kuwait
as well deserving the tittle of the
“Arabian Peninsula’s most gener-
ous man, as he was in the habit
of spreading straw mats on which
cooked rice was piled for the con-
sumption of the needy and the
poor, while he himself had scarce
financial resources “(Al-Rushaid
94-95). Moreover, Al-Rushaid’s
statement that Shaik “Jabir’s in-
come depended on the slight fees
which he levied on some incoming
goods to Kuwait”was backed up by
Captain Hennell (British Resident
in Bushir) who wrote in 1841 that
Kuwait's “Shaikh’s income was ap-
proximately 3,000 (Maria Theresa)
dollars, and he spent that revenue
together with the profits from his
trading vessels on keeping up “a
public table of plentiful but coarse
description to which everyone ap-
pears to be welcome” (Abu Haki-
mah p.102).

Kuwait's Trading Outreach
Despite the fact that Kuwait was a
rich country, its ruler was evidently
satisfied with his modest income,
in addition to his earnings from
the yield of dates and palm trees
he owned in South Irag. British of-
ficials and travelers who visited
Kuwait during the era of its third
ruler unanimously reported the
commercial significance of Kuwait.
They included Captain George

B
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UTVALE 1115 - 2018

“Tricentenary of Establishing the Rule of Shaikh Sabah I”
Three centuries of harmony, stability and prosperity (2)

Foreword

Dr. Tarek Abdullah Fakhrel-Deen

This year marks Kuwait’s 300th anniversary of the establishment of the Al-Sabah family rule in 1718. It has

maintained its steadfastness since that time through prudent leadership, popular consensus and solidarity

on home front, supported by wise initiatives and policies that crystallized the distinctive Kuwaiti identity and

preserved it against external ambitions. Throughout the centuries, Kuwait town has developed from a small port

into an accomplished state priding itself of its reputable status in the community of world nations.

On this occasion, Al-Hawiya magazine presents its readers with a series of articles, providing an outline of Kuwait¢s

historical phases over the past three centuries (1718 - 2018).

It should be noted that due to the limited space assigned for these articles, they do not cover all historical details

andissues of Kuwait¢srich past. The articles merely attemptat presenting the overallimage of Kuwait¢s emergence

as arising star in the Gulf and outline its historical development under the rule of the Al-Sabah family.

Part Two - Kuwait in the First Half of
The Nineteenth Century

Part one of the present series of ar-
ticles dealt with the first nine dec-
ades of Kuwait's modern history
which was marked by the choice
of Shaikh Sabah Bin Jabir (Sabah I)
as ruler of Kuwait in 1718.That part
also covered circumstances sur-
rounding the development of Ku-
wait's entity from a marginal town
on the Arabian Gulf cost, providing

A

waiti sgips reached India and Africa
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a small harbor and a transit point
for passing-by caravans stopping
for re-supplies, into a commer-
cially wealthy shaikhdom with
solid political reputation, earning
the respect of the neighboring
tribes and forces. Kuwait's signifi-
cance as a strategic trading post
was highlighted, together with
emphasizing its economic prow-
ess and brilliance in transforming
the country into a successful link-



wait's economic significance, and
its central role in dhow and desert
caravan trade between the coasts
of India, Red Sea, Arabian Penin-
sula and Syria. Moreover its trad-
ing location became all important
when the English East India Com-
pany factory moved from Basra
into Kuwait in 1821. Such step rep-
resented the second move by the
Company into Kuwait within less
than fifty years. The first move to
Kuwait took place in 1775 in the
wake of the Persian siege and oc-
cupation of Basra. The Company'’s
second move from Basra to Kuwait
came as a result of its differences
with the Ottoman authorities in
Irag. Abu Hakimah states that the
East India company reports in-
dicate that it moved its factory
into an Island in Kuwait but did
not specify which one. However,
Abu Hakimah believes that it was
Failaka Island which was known
to Company vessels since the last
quarter of the Eighteenth Century.
(Abu Hakimah p.63) .

On his part, Kuwaiti scholar on
Failaka, Khalid Salim Al-Ansari
points out that the English Agency
may have moved into the Island
based on a story told by some eld-
erly Failakites that a foreign flag
was seen hoisted on a hill which
they named “Tallat Al-‘Alam” (Flag’s
Hill). [Khalid Salim Muhammad
Al-Ansari, Al-Hayat Al-Qadimah fi
Jazirat Failaka (Old Life on Failaka
Island].

Wealth Backed by Military Power
Kuwait never hesitated to mobilize
its full military strength on land
and at sea to back up its economic
power. Thus, under the personal
command of Shaikh Jabir I, the
Kuwaitis courageously defended
their town, and chased belliger-
ents who attacked their fellow

East India Co. moved from Basra to Failaka
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Kuwait-Britain Maritime Agreement 1841

countrymen beyond the borders.
Moreover, Kuwait provided various
types of logistic and military sup-
port to different regional parties
who sought to subdue rebellions
and crush insurgencies. In many
instances Kuwaiti forces effectively
contributed to lifting sieges and
blockades on neighboring cities as
well as supplying friendly armies.
(Abu Hakimah pp.66-72)

Shaikh Jabir followed a two-tier
policy whenever Kuwaiti's interests
were at stake: preparedness for
war while being ready for peaceful
solutions.

This was evident when the Al-
Muntafiq tribe ventured inside Ku-
wait in 1844 under the command
of Bandar Al-Sa'doun. On learning
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of Bandar’s advancing armies, the
Kuwaitis joined hands to restore
their city wall which has crum-
bled with the passage of time,
and which was described thirteen
years earlier by Stocqueler that it
was a flimsy structure and more
for show than for protection. (Abu
Hakimah 74).

The resolve displayed by Kuwaitis
in the defense of their land made
Bandar abandon his plan on in-
vading Kuwait. Yet it seems that
he decided to besiege its territo-
ries as he camped with his army
in ‘Malh’ area of Kuwait. There,
he received a Kuwaiti envoy who
warned him against attacking the
town, and explained that “the Ku-
waitis were determined to fight to
death, and that they have loaded
their belongings, wealth, women
and loved ones onboard sail ships.
If they were to be defeated on
the battle field, they would flee
on their ships where no invader
can reach them”. In an attempt to
negotiate with Bandar, the envoy
asked him “what drives you to this,
knowing that Jabir (Shaikh of Ku-
wait) sees no reason necessitating
war and shedding innocent blood.
Yet despite all what has happened,
he (Shaikh of Kuwait) stands ready
to cover your needs of ammuni-
tion and food” (Al-Rushaid 95-96).
Historian Al-Rushaid reports that
the Kuwaiti envoy’s mission was
successful as Bandar succumbed
to the peace offer by the Shaikh of
Kuwait and abandoned his inva-
sion plans (Al-Rushaid p.96).

This episode reveals Shaikh Jabir
Bin Abdullah Al-Sabah’s inclination
to peace in parallel to his prepar-
edness for war while never tolerat-
ing any acts of aggression against
his people, as many instances tell
us that he mobilized his army to re-

D
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Barnes Brucks of the Indian Navy
who reported in 1829 that Kuwait
was an important town which was
known for its indulgence in local
and international trade. Unlike
other ports on the Gulf it had, be-
cause of its location, a“spiral”trade
with inner Najd and northern Najd
in the Arabian Peninsula, which it
supplied with wheat, coffee and
Indian produce. He also mentioned
that Kuwait exported ghee and
horses which were brought from
neighboring Bedouin tribes, and
for which they bartered certain
commodities which the Bedouins
could not get a home.

Brucks also reported that Kuwaiti
merchants owned Baghlas and
Dhows sail ships whose tonnage
averaged between 100-400 tons
in addition to commercial sail
ships of lesser tonnage. He added
that these sailed to Gulf ports and
countries around the Red Sea and
the Indian Sub-Continent. (Abu
Hakimah 101. He estimated that
the total value of goods imported
by Kuwait amounted to almost
500,000 Austrian (Maria Theresa)
dollars.

British Journalist Aboard a Kuwaiti
Ship

Two years following Captain Brucks
report, British journalist and trave-
ler JH. Stocqueler visited Kuwait
to which he voyaged in 1831
from Bombay aboard the Kuwaiti
sail ship “Al-Nasserie”. This was a
“Baghla” type vessel which was
described by him as carrying pas-
sengers as well as freight. He men-
tioned that he paid 150 Rupees for
his voyage from Bombay to Basra
via Kuwait, and that the “Nasserie”
called at Musqat where it loaded
leather and mats. Stocqueler also
stated that Kuwait Collected 2%
customs duties on all its imports

C

James Silk Buckingham_

During his reign, a one
year “Maritime Truce
Agreement” was signed
with Britain for the
maintenance of peace
and fighting pricy at sea.

(Abu Hakimah 101).

World's Bounties in Arid Kuwait
Despite the fact that Kuwait's land
was arid, lacked natural resources
and fresh water, yet its people’s
commercial ingenuity transformed
itinto a flourishing town which im-
ported fruits and food items from
everywhere.

British India navy lieutenant Felix
Jones paid a visit to Kuwait har-
bor in 1839 and left a picturesque
report in which he stated that Ku-
wait was an importer of fruits such
as dates, citrus fruits, pomegran-
ates and watermelons which came
from Basra and Bushir. On the oth-
er hand, Kuwait imported wheat,
barley and rice from India. He
added that Basra and Bushir also
supplied Kuwait with lentils. Cattle
and poultry were supplied by the
Bedouin neighbors whose prices
varied according to seasons. Teak
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planks essential for ship building
were imported from Bombay. (Abu
Hakimah 102).

Kuwait.. A Free Port

On the other hand Captain Hen-
nell, British Resident in the Gulf
reported on Kuwait in 1841almost
eight years prior to Shaikh Jabir
Bin Abdullah’s death, mentioning
that “this town presents a singular
instance of communal prosperity,
although wanting in almost every
advantage, excepting its mag-
nificent harbour. Its inhabitants of
nearly twenty-five thousand indi-
viduals possess thirty-one Baghlas
and Bateels (sail ships) from one
hundred and fifty to three hun-
dred tons burthen which trade
constantly with India. Fifty smaller
vessels are employed in the coastal
commerce of the Gulf, and about
350 boats engaged in fishing and
on the pearl banks (Abu Hakimah
p.102).

Almost twenty-five years prior to
Hennell’s report, British traveler
J.S Buckingham reported in 1816,
three years into Shaikh Jabir I's
reign, that Kuwait had a‘great’ har-
bor. He mentioned that its popu-
lation is made up mainly of mer-
chants who handle local as well as
international trade that is prevail-
ing in the Gulf area. Buckingham
added that “The Kuwaiti sailors are
skillful, wise and brave. Apparently
Kuwait's traffic in horses was very
extensive as Buckingham gave in-
teresting details of this trade be-
tween Kuwait and India. He report-
ed that Kuwait realized a revenue
of approximately seven hundred
and fifty thousand Rupees from
the horse trade alone. (Abu Haki-
mah p.100)

Kuwait.. Gulf's Commercial Portal
British reports of the first half of
the Nineteenth Century reveal Ku-
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gether with its clear political vi-
sion, and the respect accorded to
it by all parties in this politically
and militarily troublesome region,
has made the country especially
attractive to anyone who headed
to it seeking a secure life in an en-
vironment which offered well es-
tablished economic, peaceful and
judicial opportunities.

Judicial Tradition as a Main Pillar

In the first place, the refugee seeks
to settle in a humanitarian ori-
ented community which lives by
the dictates of a tolerant culture
where viable communication can
easily take place. Besides the set-
tled environment dominated by a
fair and strong government, which
was represented by Shaikh Jabir
Bin Abdullah Al-Sabah, the well-
established judiciary was the sec-
ond pillar of Kuwait's stability. For
some time, the town depended on
the judicial tradition maintained by
the Al-Adsani family. It was within
this scene Shaikh Muhammad Sa-
lih Al-Adsani resumed his judicial
duties in 1813, the same year of
Shaikh Jabir's ascension to power.
Shaikh Al-Adsani remained in his
post until 1817, when he was suc-
ceeded by Shaikhs Ali Bin Nashwan
and Muhammad Bin Mahmoud
who assumed Kuwait's judiciary
for a period of two years during
which the young Shaikh Abdullah
Al-Adsani was being groomed for
the judicial duties which he ad-
ministered for approximately thir-
ty-eight years (1819-1857). There-
after he was succeeded by his son
Shaikh Muhammad Bin Abdullah
Al-Adsani (Al-Qinaei pp.33-34).
The continuity and tranquil-
ity which the Kuwaiti judiciary en-
joyed during the reign of Kuwait's
third ruler are indicative of the
solid legacy of the country’s rule

Horse Merchant

The settled independent
judiciary represented a
solid tradition which was
nurtured and sustained
by Kuwait's rulers.

which was based on respect of
judges since the early years of Ku-
wait's establishment. On another
front and under the umbrella of
sustained traditions, a number of
cultural contributions were not-
ed by Dr. Khalifah Al-Wagayan in
his study on the evolution of the
intellectual thought in Kuwait.
He states that the first half of the
Nineteenth Century witnessed the
continuity of heritage manuscript
copying such as “Minhaj Al-Talibin
wa-Umdat Al-Mufteen” (The In-
quirers 'Guide and Religious Edicts
Reference) which was copied in
1844 by Ishaq Bin Ibrahim Al-Fari-
si, and the poetic volume “Diwan
Al-Mutanabbi” which was copied
in 1845 by ‘Abdullah Bin Muham-
mad Al-Faris, followed by “Muruj
Al-Dhahab wa-Ma'adin Al-Jawhar”
(Golden Meadows and Precious
Metals” copied in 1846 by Abdul-
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Latif Bin Abdul-Rahman Al-Tamimi.
In 1852, the religious manuscript
entitled “Nayl Al-Ma'arib Bi-Sharh
Dalil Al-Talib” (Attainment of Goals
Through Explaining The Inquirer's
Guide) was scripted by Abdul-Latif
Bin Abdul-Rahman Al-Mutawwa, in
addition to numerous other manu-
scripts detailed by Dr. Al-Wagayan
(6th Edn. P.71-72).

Advice for all Generations

We are informed by Kuwait's his-
tory that the era of Shaikh Jabir Bin
Abdullah Al-Sabah, the country’s
third ruler witnessed contributions
to the development, welfare, and
strength of the shaikhdom. Per-
haps his political philosophy points
out to the principles on which he
based his success in overcoming
the challenges facing Kuwait and
adapting them to the advantage
of his own country and his people.
This philosophy may be summed
up by his advice to his son Shaikh
Sabah, who retold it to Colonel Pel-
ly, the British Resident in the Gulf,
who in turn reproduced it in his
1863 report on Kuwait.

Indeed, this advice with its depth
of vision may be said to be viable
for all generations as it emanated
from a rare historical figure. The
advice reads as follows:

When my father was nearly 120
years old, he called me and said “I
shall soon die. | have made no for-
tune, and can leave you no money;
but | have made many and true
friends, grapple them. While other
states around the Gulf have fallen
off from injustice or ill-govern-
ment, mine has gone on increas-
ing. Hold to my policy, and though
you are surrounded by a desert,
and pressed by a once hostile and
still wandering set of tribes, you
will flourish.” (Abu Hakimah p.75).

F
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trieve his subjects’ rightful dues.

A case in point was when in 1827
Shaikh Jabir himself commanded
his navy to the north western coast
of Persia where he intended to pe-
nalize the Al-Nassar tribe because
one of them murdered a Kuwaiti
subject. The Al-Nassar were de-
feated in the ferocious battle that
ensued between both parties, and
those of them who remained alive
were fleeing the battle field. Shaikh
Jabir refrained from pursuing them
and he ordered his army; “leave an
escape route for the defeated” (Al-
Rushaid p.96).

Another incident told by Al-
Rushaid relates to the Kuwaiti
navy which sailed to the vicinity
of Basra under Shaikh Jabir’s com-
mand to penalize the chief of the
Al-Muntafiq tribe who had im-
prisoned a Kuwaiti merchant and
confiscated his money and goods.
Shaikh Jabir imposed a blockade
on the Al-Muntafiq tribe until it re-
leased the Kuwaiti merchant and
returned his belongings and mon-
ey (Al-Rushaid 102).

The era of Shaikh Jabir | was full of
events indicating his power and
wisdom. In his 1829 report to the
British government of India, Cap-
tain Brucks emphasized Kuwait's
influence in the region and report-
ed that the Kuwaitis enjoyed secu-
rity and peace while other parts of
the Gulf were involved in conflicts.
Brucks added that the people of
Kuwait owed the secure movement
of their vessels across the seas and
oceans, as well the peace in their
country, to the influence and au-
thority exercised by the Shaikh of
Kuwait who enjoyed the loyalty of
desert tribe along the coast”
Kuwait's Relations with Influential
Regional Power

Realizing Kuwait's economic and
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Kuwait's commercial
genius transformed

it into a flourishing
town importing goods
and foodstuffs from
everywhere.

military strength, both the British
and the Ottomans, sought the help
of its ruler Shaikh Jabir Bin Abdul-
lah Al-Sabah, on several occasions.
In this context Kuwait contributed
a navy full with men, canons and
ammunitions which sailed to Basra
in 1831 under the personal com-
mand of Shaikh Jabir. Kuwait's as-
sistance was instrumental in lifting
the blockade imposed on Basra
by insurgent tribes which rebelled
against the Ottoman government
in that year. Moreover, Kuwaiti's
ruler headed with his fleet to Al-
Muhammarah which he liberated
from Redha Pasha’s troops in 1837
(Al-Rushaid 98).

On its part, the British government
of India, attempted to persuade
Shaikh Jabir to hoist the British
flag and permit British subjects to
build on Kuwait's land, demands
which he categorically rejected.
(Al-Rusahid p.103)

Perhaps Al-Rushaid refers here to
the visit of Lieutenant Edmonds to
Kuwait in 1839 (Abu Hakimah 64-
71).

Nonetheless, Briatin continued
its attempts to win Kuwait's alli-
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ance until it finally was successful
in concluding a “Maritime Truce
Agreement” in 1841, which was
signed by Shaikh Sabah Bin Jabir
on behalf of his father Shaikh Jabir
Bin' Abdullah. The Agreement ad-
dresses “the maintenance of truce
and peace against the exercise of
aggression at sea”. It is noteworthy
that it contained a condition which
the Shaikh of Kuwait insisted on its
inclusion, and which restricts the
validity of the Agreement to a pe-
riod of one year. (Abu Hakima 183),
unlike other open-ended agree-
ments signed between Britain and
Gulf Shaikhdoms.

Kuwait.. a Safe Haven for Foes and
Friends alike

Kuwait's policy of granting asylum
to refugees, regardless of their po-
litical and ideological orientations
played a central role in Kuwait's for-
eign relations ever since its incep-
tion. This policy continued unabat-
ed throughout the rule of Shaikh
Sabah | (Canter's refuge), and the
reign of his son Shaikh Abdullah |
(Rebels against the Pasha of Bagh-
dad taking refuge in Kuwait), and
similarly during the reign of Shaikh
Jabirl, Kuwait'sthird ruler. Through-
out its history, Kuwait continued to
give protection to those refugees
who sought asylum either due to
political differences or as a result of
the successive regional events and
conflicts.

Abu Hakima describes this policy
“asanindication of self-confidence,
an outcome of Kuwait's independ-
ence from foreign powers. It cor-
roborates the fact that Kuwait, if
necessary, was prepared to defend
itself against more powerful neigh-
bors” (Abu Hakimah 71).

No doubt that Kuwaiti's existence
as an independent and flourish-
ing safe haven in this region, to-
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