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5 NIOATION WITH TRE PERSIAN |
Hmﬁuﬁ}ﬁlhﬁxﬁmcusn AND GUADUR. |
Eﬂ‘l at Bussorsh, to and from

"mn,%mmuﬁﬁmmﬁmnmmnm.
s mHE BRITISH INDIA
| [ ETEAM NAVIGATION COM-

PANY (LIMITED), under mail conkract
with Goveroment, despatch Btosmors
twich & month from Bombay to the Per-
sinn Gulf, touching at Kurraohes, Guadur, Mascnt, Bundor
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to religious, cultural and political
traditions; solidarity between the
ruler and ruled in confronting all
kinds of difficulties; and extending
a helping hand to friends and allies
in peace time and at war.

All such values were dearly upheld
by the Kuwaitis in their hometown,
the near surroundings and distant
deserts, their travelling caravans,
aboard their sail ships, when they
were estranged in faraway lands,
and on the shores where their sail
ships docked.

They were united in planting roots
of success and defeating surround-
ing challenges and dangers. The
Kuwaiti character embodying all
such values in its fabric fascinated
both friends and strangers who
were attracted to that distinctive
spirit which turned Kuwait into a
solid commercial base, and a hub
for trade connecting between the
East African coast, the South In-
dian ports and the Mediterranean
shores.

Moreover, Kuwait was an active
transit centre for stocking merchan-
dise and distributing products over
a vast geographic area stretching
from Aleppo in the north to the Ye-
men in the south.

The previous episodes also stressed
the charismatic role of Kuwait's
rulers who contributed to the en-
trenchment of such values and
provided leadership for the coun-
try’s success. With clear vision and
heightened sense of purpose they
enthused the country with energy,
starting from Shaikh Sabah Bin Jabir
, Kuwait’s first ruler, also known as
Shaikh Sabah |, the nation’s found-
ing father who sketched the early
outlines of Kuwait’s administrative,
civiland commercial structures. His
inspiring leadership continued with
his son Shaikh Abdullah Bin Sababh,

Al-Qinaei :“ Shaikh Abdul-
lah Il offended no one and
was immensely liked by all
citizens”
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Kuwait’s second ruler also known as
Shaikh Abdullah I, who established
the structures of emirate together
with its commercial, political, and
regional outreach. Following his
death, the rule passed on to his son
Shaikh Jabir Bin Abdullah, Kuwait’s
third ruler who was famed as Ja-
bir the Generous, as well as Jabir |,
who employed his unique personal
characteristics, distinctive acumen,
and Kuwait's economic and mari-
time powers to establish his coun-
try’s diplomatic influence through-
out the Gulf region. The tradition of
empowering leadership continued
with Shaikh Sabah Bin Jabir Abdul-
lah, Kuwait’s fourth ruler, famed as
Shaikh Sabah I, during whose era
Kuwait witnessed an unprecedent-
ed commercial outreach, when Ku-
waiti ships sailed towards East Afri-
can coasts, and a number of foreign
commercial steamers sporadically
frequented Kuwaiti waters for the
first time in the country’s history.
The era of the fifth ruler : Kuwait’s
strategic significance to regional
balance of power.

On the death of Shaikh Sabah I
in 1866, Kuwait was ruled by his
son Shaikh Abdullah (historically
known as “Abdullah 11”) whose
reign lasted for a little over two and
half decades.

Abu Hakima believes that the cir-
cumstances in which Shaikh Abdul-
lah assumed the rule were region-
ally unstable, as the main players in
the region were either internally di-
vided and feuding local powers, or
the Ottomans who endeavoured to
re-gain control over lost territory .
On the other hand there stood an-
other power, the British, who mon-
itored events and were keen on
maintaining the status quo (Abu
Hakima, Tarikh p.247).

Kuwait played an important role

B
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“Tricentenary of Establishing the Rule of Shaikh Sabah I”
Three centuries of harmony, stability and prosperity (4)

Dr. Tarek Abdullah Fakhrel-Deen

Foreword

This year marks Kuwait’s 300th anniversary of the establishment of the Al-Sabah family rule in 1718. It has
maintained its steadfastness since that time through prudent leadership, popular consensus and solidarity
on home front, supported by wise initiatives and policies that crystallized the distinctive Kuwaiti identity and
preserved it against external ambitions. Throughout the centuries, Kuwait town has developed from a small port
into an accomplished state priding itself of its reputable status in the community of world nations.

On this occasion, Al-Hawiya magazine presents its readers with a series of articles, providing an outline of Kuwait¢s
historical phases over the past three centuries (1718 - 2018).

It should be noted that due to the limited space assigned for these articles, they do not cover all historical details
andissues of Kuwait¢srich past.The articles merely attempt at presenting the overallimage of Kuwait¢s emergence
as arising star in the Gulf and outline its historical development under the rule of the Al-Sabah family.

Both friends and strangers admired the positive values of the distinct Kuwaiti Character

Kuwait: Century and a half of na-
tion building 1718-1866.

In the first three episodes of this
series of articles, | have attempted
to sketch the major historical land-
marks that characterized Kuwait
from the end of the second decade
of the Eighteenth Century to the
mid 1860's. Several major moral
constituents distinguished the Ku-

A

waiti entity, including firm resolve
in the defense of the motherland;
decisions made following consul-
tation (Shura);

Self - reliance and arduous work
; resisting pressures by regional
powers; calculated risk — taking;
ambition supported by the spirit
of discovery; upholding justice and
equality; tolerance and empathy
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forthe down-trodden; broad-mind-
edness , openness, and honesty;
dependable and unbiased trans-
actions with all peaceful parties;
remarkable commercial ingenuity;
constant development of man-
power, mechanisms, and creative
marine industry; daring engage-
ment with the challenges of the
surrounding environment ; loyalty



and Al-Qinaei. Perhaps Shaikh
Abdullah wished to impress the
Captain of the steamer that carried
Locher to Kuwait by displaying his
princely wealth in orderto convince
him of the business potentials of
calling on Kuwait harbour . Indeed
, the Shaikh requested the Captain
to exert his best efforts to persuade
the steamer owning company to
send its steamships to Kuwait on a
regular basisinstead of intermittent
calls as was the case following the
previously mentioned Namiq Pa-
sha’s threats. Indeed, “the Captain
promised to use all his power of
persuasion to cause Kuweit hence-
forth to be made a regular place of
calling for the Company'’s steamers,
which promise visibly brightened
the usually serious countenance
of our host. [Shaikh Abdullah II».
(Locher, p. 68).

Shaikh  Abdulla’s endevours to
encourage foreign steamships to
transit in Kuwait may be attributed
to his keeness on enhancing Ku-
wait’s relations with major regional
trading powers. This fits with Loch-
er's description of the pre-occupa-
tion of Kuwaitis with commerce,
“the male inhabitants of Kuweit
are nearly all either merchants or
sailors, trading with Bassorah, and
the Persian coast, or with the ..
Bedouin tribes of the desert, in the
pearls, frankincense, firearms, am-
munition, cloth, saddles, carpets,
etc., for skins, sheep’s wool, camel’s
hair, gum Arabie, coffee, dates, etc.
(Locher, p. 62-63)

Earlier, Japanese diplomat Yoshida
had mentioned that he saw some
hundreds of boxes of cotton and
crops that were unloaded from the
ship “Hiei” when it was anchored in
Kuwait harbour. He therefore con-
cluded that “Kuwait must be an im-
portant trading port”, and that “it

The Paisa was the first ever
Kuwaiti currency, minted
in 1886 during the reign
of Shaikh Abdullah II.

Title deed made by Kuwait's judge in 1871

stands to reason that thereis a plan
to build the Arabian Railway in this
place”. (Hosaka Shuiji, p.11).
Perhaps Kuwait's significant eco-
nomic status and its thriving trade
with its region led to minting of Ku-
wait’s first copper currency ordered
to be struck in 1886 by Shaikh
Abdullah 1. This was of one paisa
denomination coin which carried
on one side Shaikh Abdullah’s in-
scribed signature, and its other
side had the inscription “minted in
Kuwait in 1304 A.H"

This coin was struck in Kuwait by
Kuwaiti craftsmen. In 2016, the
Central Bank of Kuwait issued a
commemorative coin celebrating
the 130th anniversary of this land-
mark economic event in the coun-
try’s history (Mohammad A. Jamal,
130 Years on First Kuwaiti Currency
, p.29-31).

Kuwait’s significance to regional
balance of power.

Historical sourcesreveal that Shaikh
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Abdullah Il was devoted to keeping
Kuwait a strong and independent
country backed by harmonious
relations with his subjects. In his
foreign relations, He was a indeed
a strong leader to reckon with. Yet,
he was gentle with his town and
desert subjects and behaved on
equal footing with them. More-
over, throughout his life “he never
offended those attending his Maj-
lis (informal gathering) with vulgar
words and he was liked by all peo-
ple”. (Al-Qinaei p.18).

It could be said that Shaikh Ab-
dullah’s qualities were in line with
the characteristics of his predeces-
sors who ruled Kuwait. This is aptly
evidenced by the consensus in
judging of his reign by two knowl-
edgeable observers, albeit their
different orientations. Both were
contemporary of Shaikh Abdul-
lah 1, yet each independently de-
scribed his rule as «republican”. The
first being British cartographer Al-
exander Keith Johnston who drew
a rare map of Kuwait in 1874 which
shows the country with distinct
borders which separated it from
the Ottoman State. The unique
features of this map are analyzed
by Dr. Abdullah Al-Ghunaim who
describes it as “one of the earliest
Nineteenth Century maps which
uses “Koweyt” instead of Al-Qurain
to name the century which it called
“Koweyt Republic”. Professor Al-
Ghunaim infers that this most like-
ly indicated that the cartographer
knew intimately Kuwait’s system of
government”. (A.Y.Al-Ghunaim, Ku-
wait: a Reading of Historical Maps,
(Arabic) 4th Edn p.35).

On the other hand, Dr. Khalifah Al-
Wagayan explains that naming Ku-
wait as a republic “may reflect the
cartographer’s belief that Kuwait’s
political system was republican

D
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in tipping the balance of power
in favour of one party or another,
having the support of its naval and
land forces, and having its best in-
terestin mind in line with the vision
of its ruler Shaikh Abdullah II.

The fifth ruler’s character and man-
ner of dealing with his people are
described by several historical re-
ports comprising both oral and
written eye-witness accounts..

They include a statement reported
by the Kuwaiti historian Abdul-Aziz
Al-Rushaid which asserts that “Ab-
dullah’s appearance betrayed no
particular mastery, acumen, or wit.
However, whenever he was faced
any problem, he would quickly and
tactfully get round it". (Al-Rushaid
p.108-109). It could be understood
from this statement that Shaikh Ab-
dullah was shrewd , but was not in-
clined to impose himself on others.
Al-Rushaid’s description parallels
that of Al-Qinaei, another Kuwaiti
historian who describes Shaikh Ab-
dullah in little more detail. “He was,
May Allah bless him with mercy,
well mannered, of peaceful dispo-
sition, courteous, and did not show
any signs of rulership. In his eating
habits, attire, and living conditions,
he was no different than all the rest
of the people of Kuwait” (Al-Qinaei
p18). Perhaps the most recent
documented description we have
until now of Kuwait's fifth ruler is
that which is reported by Yoshida
Masaharu, a Nineteenth Century
Japanese diplomat who travelled
on board of steamship “Hiei” in
June 1880, which also carried one
passenger from Kuwait, Shaikh Ab-
dullah Bin Sabah, who was on his
return voyage to Kuwait following
a visit to Bombay together with his
two children and retinue. Yoshida
writes an interesting description of
Kuwait’s ruler, “The Chief (Shaikh)

C

American Traveler Locher:
The women of Kuweit are
reputed for their industry,
and skills at all sorts of
hand-work

e T e “

Hiei, Japanese ship carrying Shaikh Abdullah Al-
Sabah to Kuwait- 1880
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The Japanese diplomatic mission to the Gulf 1880
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had a sturdy physique. He wore a
Muslim turban of cashmere em-
broidered with gold thread on his
head and was clad in a reddish yel-
low woolen abasu (aba’), a long
robe with broad sleeves and with-
out a collar”.

Following a description of the Shai-
kh’s children and servants, Yoshida
reports that “the chief occupied
the first class passenger cabin, but
did not sit with others at meals.
Instead, he ordered a carpet to be
put down on the deck, then sat
on it and ate with his fingers from
a dish of rice and meat with curry.
For worship, he prayed, standing
and bowing on the same carpet
in an Islamic way. He did not care
about the roll and pitch of the ship”.
(Hosaka Shuiji, Kyoto Bulletin of Is-
lamic Area Studies (March 2011).

It would be revealing to compare
the above report with that of the
American traveller A. Locher who
visited Kuwait in March 1868 and
described its ruler in his With Star
and Crescent published in 1891.
Locher reports that“the Sheikh was
a tall, muscular man, with hand-
some features, and flowing silver
beard. He was over eighty years of
age, had a very intelligent face, and
was profusely polite in his speech,
and Eastern manners. He wore a
magnificent silk Arabian costume,
and over his shoulders hung an
“abba’, or mantle, of purple color
richly embroidered with gold. His
hands sparkled with diamond, and
in the white silken scarf round his
waist, was stuck a small dagger,
with a handle of solid gold, set with
pearls, turquoises, rubies, and em-
eralds”. (Locher, 1st edn. P.56)

It is noteworthy that such a de-
scription of Shaikh Abdullah Il may
seem incompatible with the de-
scriptions provided by Al-Rushaid



further evidenced by Al-Rumaidi’s
report based on the Salnameh,
which emphasized Kuwait’s flour-
ishing maritime trade with Persia,
the Indus (Sind), India and other
places. The Salnameh estimated
the number of Kuwaiti sail ships en-
gaged in seafaring between 1892
and 1894 at two thousand vessels
(Al-Rumaidi, Ibd p.98).
The following account portrays an-
other aspect of the Kuwait’s mari-
time commerce with a nearby city
on the Persian coast of the north-
ern Gulf.
“Kuwait was engaged in extensive
trade with Al-Muhammarah (then
Arabistan’s capital) as Kuwait’s ruler,
Shaikh Muhammad bin Sabah had
established an Agency at al-Mu-
hammarah for managing Kuwaiti
commercial business and serving
Kuwait’s trading interests. Howev-
er, perhaps such agency was estab-
lished at the end of Shaikh Abdul-
lah Bin Sabah'’s reign i.e. just prior
to Shaikh Muhammad’s reign. The
Agency’s main tasks included su-
pervision of loading and unloading
of Kuwait’s merchandise onboard
of British India Company steamers.
Such merchandise was carried [
from Kuwait to al-Muhamarrah and
vice-versa] on board of sail ships.
Kuwaitis were renowned as horse
merchants. They used to export
their horses on sail ships to Bom-
bay, but when steamers began to
anchorin al-Muhamarrah, they sent
theirhorseson sail ships to that port
and in there they were loaded onto
steamers (Khalid al-Abdul-Mughni,
Bidayat Al-Khidmah Al-Baridiyah
fi-al-Kuwait (Beginnings of Postal
Service in Kuwait ) , p. 24-25).
Culture and politics of the age
Certain scholars reported that
Shaikh Muhammad Bin Sabah had
avid intellectual pursuits and that

Poet Abdullah Al-Faraj
emerged in the era of
Shaikh Muhammad Bin
Sabah

he “liked scholars and was guided
by themy. (Al-Qinaei p. 19).

His era’s cultural manifestations in-
clude handscripring of “Al-Umdah
fi Al-Figh”, (The Leader in Religious
Jurisprudence) a treatise on Mus-
lim Shari'ah teachings, which was
scripted by Abdullah Bin Hussain
Al-Turkeit in 1893 (Al-Wagayan p.
73).

Moreover, Kuwait witnessed the
emergence of religious scholar
Shaikh Ahmad Ibn Muhammad
Al-Farisi who traveled on scholarly
pursuits to well-known seats of
learning at the time such Muscat,
Kohaj, and Egypt. His endeavors
were funded by Sulaiman Al-Bader
Al-Qinaei. After spending seven
years studying abroad, he returned
to Kuwait where he taught and lec-
tured for the rest of his life. Yousuf
Al-Qinaei describes him as «having
a mellifluous voice, was well-versed
in literature, and memorized a
great number of poems. A large au-
dience was attracted to his lectures
as he imparted scholarly knowl-
edge. Whenever he preached, the
mosque would become crowded
with those who were fascinated by
his sermons». (Al-Qinaei p. 42).

On the other hand, a major educa-
tional figure of the time was Shaikh
Khalid Bin Abdullah Al-Adsani who
was «a grammarian with an inter-
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est in poetry whenever this talent
was called upon. He was appoint-
ed as Imam (religious adviser) and
preacher at Al-Souq Mosque” (Al-
Qinaei p. 43).

The poetry scene witnessed the
emergence of Abdullah Al-Faraj
who wrote various kinds of poetry,
including the Nabati (desert po-
ems) Al-Zuhairi (between limerick
and Haikoo), and classical Arabic
poems. (Al-Qinaei p. 48).

The short reign of Shaikh Muham-
mad lbn Sabah came to an end in
1896. His era is judged by Slot as
“almost impossible to establish
anything with certainty about Mu-
hammad’s short reign. The sources
are contradictory and reliable con-
temporary documents are scarce”
(B.J. Slot, Mubarak Al-Sabah, p. 60).
Nevertheless, Slot mentions some
important points, including what
he termed the special relation-
ship between Kuwait and Britain.
His source here is the report dis-
patched in 1895 by the French
Consul in Baghdad to his govern-
ment, , in which he stated that the
government of [British] India treat-
ed”Muhammad as an independent
sovereign ruler». (Slot, lbid).
Moreover, Slot explains that the
contemporary sources confirmed
that, under Muhammad, Kuwait
still regarded itself as entirely dis-
tinct from the Ottoman Empire.
(Ibid p. 61)

On the other hand, Abu Hakima
adds that Kuwait in the era of its
sixth ruler “retained its neutral-
ity among struggling forces in the
Gulf, and in this manner contin-
ued to be an independent country
having no contractual agreements
with either the Ottomans or the
British". (Abu Hakima, The Modern
History of Kuwait, p. 92).
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due to its citizens' participation
in choosing their rulers, and their
commitment to resort to consulta-
tion when it came to the manage-
ment of the country’s affairs”. (K. Al-
Wagayan Al-Thaqafah, p.47).

The second observer was no other
than the Nineteenth Century Otto-
man governor of Baghdad, Midhat
Pasha who reported on Kuwait in
his memoirs published in London
1903. He mentions that Kuwait's
“Shaikh is named Abdullah Al-Sa-
bah... and they (Kuwaitis) manage
their country according religious
guidelines. Their ruler and judge
are selected from among them-
selves. Thus, they are a quasi-re-
public” (Yousuf Abdul Mu'ti Kuwait
bi‘Uyoun Al-Kharin (Kuwait viewed
by outsiders), (Arabic) p.32).
Kuwait was also described as a
«kind of independent republic» in
a report of the French Consul in
Bghdad in January 1870. (See B.J.
Slot, The Origins of Kuwait, p.185).
Intellectual and social scene

On the intellectual front, hand
copying of manuscripts continued
during the reign of Shaikh Abdul-
lah Il. A major hand copied book
was referred to by scholar Khalid
Salim Muhammad as “an unknown
navigational guide” hand-copied
by Shuaib Bin Abd Al-Salam in
1875 (Al-Wagayan p. 73). On the
other hand, a most important Ara-
bic book entitled Saba’ik Al-'Asjad
fi-Akhbar Ahmad Bin Rizq Al-As’ad
(The Gold Bullions on the Biogra-
phy of Ahmad Bin Rizq Al-As'ad)
was printed in Bombay in 1888,
which is the only published title
written by ‘Uthman lbn Sanad. It
contains a biography of Ibn Rizq, a
well-known Kuwaiti businessman
then, in addition to biographies of
a number of notables of Kuwait,
Bahrain, Basrah and Najd (Al-Wa-

E

During the era of the sixth
ruler : Kuwait had five
hundred shops and two
thousand ships as per the
Ottoman Salnameh

gayan, Ibid).

Moreover, we are told by Dr. Al-Wa-
gayan that during the same period
Shaikh Ali lbn Muhammad Ibn Ibra-
him, Kuwaiti notable, sponsored
the printing of Shaikh Abdul-Qadir
Al-Shaibani’s book “Nayl Al-Ma’arib
bi-Sharh Jamil Al-Talib (Attain-
ment of Pursuits by Explaining the
Best scholarly Inquiries) which was
published in Egypt (Al-Wagayan,
p.131).

On the social scene, women played
a proactive role in the economy
during the reign of Shaikh Ab-
dullah II. This was briefly but suc-
cinctly reported by Locher who
stated that, “the women of Kuweit
are reputed for their industry, and
skill at all sorts of hand-work such
as knitting, spinning, weaving, etc”.
(Locher, p. 52).

The Judiciary functions continued
to be performed by Shaikh Muham-
mad lbn Abdullah Al-Adsani who
had assumed his duties as Kuwait’s
judge in 1857. (Al Qinaie, p.34).

In general, Shaikh Abdullah II's
reign was dominated by internal
stability and economic prosperity
« In addition , the country main-
tained friendly relations with its
Arab neighbours and the Otto-
man State. During his era, Kuwait
avoided any kind of alliance with
Britain, and came to the fore as an
influential military power in the
events that dominated the Arabian
Gulf region. (Abu Hakima Tarikh, p.
263-264).

Kuwait’s sixth ruler (1892-1896)
Following the death of Shaikh Ab-
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dullah 1l in 1892, the reign passed
over to his brother Shaikh Muham-
mad Bin Sabah who ruled Kuwait
for approximately six years. He was
described by Abdul-Aziz Al-Rushaid
as “good-hearted, not aggressive,
and loved his people». (Al-Rushaid,
p. 113). Prior to assuming the reign
of the emirate, Shaikh Muhammad
Bin Sabah assisted his brother Shai-
kh Abdullah in managing part of
the country’s affairs together with
his brothers Shaikh Mubarak and
Shaikh Jarrah. Shaikh Muhammad
is reported to have been in charge
of “executing verdicts relating to
the town’s people”. (Al-Qinaei p.17)
It seems that Shaikh Muhammad
continued to follow the policies of
his late brother Shaikh Abdullah II
« When disturbances re-errupted
in Al-lhsa in 1893, he assigned his
brother Shaikh Mubarak to lead a
large land force to take control of
the situation in that region. (Abu
Hakima, Tarikh p. 262-263). Dur-
ing Shaikh Muhammad?’s reign, his
brother, Shaikh Jarrah was respon-
sible for Kuwait's finances. He re-
vived the ruling family owned palm
tree plantations in Al-Fao (South
of Iraq), and made them earn an
income “that met the needs and
even yielded a surplus”. In 1894,
he constructed many shops and
market places in Kuwait (Al-Qi-
naei, p. 17). Quoting the Ottoman
Salnameh (Annual Records) pub-
lished between 1891-1902, scholar
Talal Al-Rumaidi mentions that the
number of shops in Kuwait during
the last decade of the 19th century
was approximately five hundred
(Al-Rumaidi,  Al-Kuwait  wa-Al-
Khalij Al-‘Arabi fi Al-Sanamah Al-
‘Uthmanyah, op. cit. p. 97).

Such figure is indicative of the large
volume of commercial transactions
taking place in Kuwait then. This is
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