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UTVALE 1115 - 2018

“Tricentenary of Establishing the Rule of Shaikh Sabah I’
Three centuries of harmony, stability and prosperity (Episodeb)

Foreword

Dr. Tarek Abdullah Fakhrel-Deen

The year 2018 marked Kuwait’s 300th anniversary of the establishment of the Al-Sabah family rule in 1718,

which has maintained its perseverance eversince, through prudent leadership, popular consensus and solidarity

on home front, supported by wise initiatives and policies that crystallized the distinctive Kuwaiti identity and

preserved it against external ambitions. Throughout the centuries, Kuwait has developed from a small port town

into an accomplished state priding itself of its reputable status in the community of world nations.

On this occasion, Al-Hawiya magazine presents its readers with a series of articles providing an outline of Kuwaits

historical phases over the past three centuries (1718 -2018 ).

It should be noted that due to the limited space assigned for these articles, they do not cover all historical details

and issues of Kuwaits rich past. The articles merely attempt to present the overall image of Kuwaits emergence as

arising star in the Gulf and outline its historical development under the rule of the Al-Sabah family.

The present episode ( 5 ) briefly portrays the main features of Kuwait’s history during the era of its ruler Shaikh

Mubarak Al-Sabah who steered the country for nearly nineteen years ( 1896 - 1915 ).

‘1 Am The Wall' Rplied Shaikh Mubark to Dr. Mylrea’s question on why he didn’t build a
wall round Kuwait City to protect it from the enemy.

Shaikh Mubarak’s Character
Shaikh Mubarak Bin Sabah, Ku-
wait’s seventh ruler, ascended to
the throne in 1896. He was the son
of Shaikh Sabah Bin Jaber (Sabah Il),
Kuwait’s fourth ruler. Shaikh Muba-
rak possessed an impressive char-

A

acter according to the descriptions
made of him by several foreign of-
ficials, personalities and travelers
who met him. Lord Curzon, Vice-
roy of India, who visited Kuwait in
1903 described Shaikh Mubarak as
one of the strongest personalities
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he met in the Gulf (Curzon, Travels
pp.148-149).

On the other hand, German trav-
eler Hermann Burchard who ar-
rived in Kuwait in 1903 portrayed
Shaikh Mubarak as “exceptionally
well-informed’, and “the only one
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of the Shaikhs | encountered dur-
ing my journey who had the air of a
monarch” (in B.J. Slot, Mubarak Al-
Sabah Founder of Modern Kuwait
1896-1915 pp.267).

The above representative samples
of the European visitors' assess-
ment of Shaikh Mubarak’s charac-
ter were echoed by some foreign-
ers who resided in Kuwait during
his reign, such as Dr. Stanley Myl-
rea, surgeon at the American Mis-
sion Hospital in Kuwait who por-
trays him as “the maker of modern
Kuwait, a man of long vision and
great ability [whose] influence ex-
tended far out into the desert”.
(Cited in Dr. Suad M. Al-Sababh,
Mubarak Al-Sabah, The Foundation
of Kuwait, p.1)

Dr. Suad Al-Sabah, a leading Ku-
waiti biographer of Shaikh Mubarak
describes him as belonging to that
class of leaders who make history,
and seek to mould the challenges
of the environment in which they
find themselves to suit their dreams
and ambitions. (Ibid, p.1)
Reporting on Shaikh Mubarak’s
birth and upbringing, Dr. Al-Sabah
mentions that he was born in 1844;
at the age of five his grandfather
Shaikh Jaber (Kuwait’s third ruler)
appointed a religious scholar “to
teach the young Mubarak the prin-
ciples of Qur'an and religious sci-
ences”. Moreover, “at the age of 12
he began his education in shoot-
ing and riding. Within two years
he had completed his training in
horsemanship and had surpassed
his peers and friends”. (Ibid, p.3)

Dr. Suad Al-Sabah adds that Shaikh
Mubarak “began at an early age to
attend government meetings”. In
parallel to becoming well-versed
in government affairs, “he spent
much of his time participating in
military expeditions in the desert

B

German traveller
Burchardt : Shaikh
Mubarak is extremely well
informed.

German traveler Hermann Burchardt

Danish Traveler Barclay Raunkiaer
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and became an expert in military
arts and strategy” He was also ap-
pointed to lead the Kuwaiti con-
tingent that assisted the Ottoman
forces in Al-Hassa in 1871. (Ibid,
pp.3-4)
Dr. Al-Sabah portrays in some de-
tail how Shaikh Mubarak main-
tained security and order in the Ku-
waiti hinterland, and built a strong
military force dedicated to defend-
ing Kuwait against its foes. For this
purpose he strengthened relations
with desert tribes. Thus he became
known as “The Sheikh of Kuwait’s
Tribes". (Ibid, pp.5-6)
* Shaikh Mubarak’s Prepares to
Face the Enemy
It appears that the military force
which was commanded by Shaikh
Mubarak consisted mostly of a
volunteering army who belonged
to Kuwait City and its surround-
ing desert. They took up arms in
response to the Shaikh's call . We
have a vivid eyewitness account
of Shaikh Mubarak’s leadership in
preparing for the battle. This is no
other than the British naval offi-
cer Edmund Pears, Commander of
the “Perseus” warship which was
sent in 1901 in support of Kuwait
against the threats of the Turkish
warship “Zuhaf”. Pears reports that
all through the night the whole
length of Kuwait’s beach was lined
with Shaikh Mubarak’s armed men
under the command of his son
Shaikh Jaber in case the Turks at-
tempted a surprise landing in the
mist and darkness.
The British navy men were involved
in training Shaikh Mubarak’s sol-
diers on the use of cannons both on
land and at sea, after which captain
Pears left Kuwait for a few days.
On his return, he reported that he
was astonished to see the desert
surrounding Kuwait town was

teaming with great numbers of
flocks, camels, horses and tents
which had not been there the
week before, a sign that a consid-
erable number of tribesmen have
come hurriedly from the desert for
the support of Kuwait against its
enemies.

Moreover, captain Pears describes
a pre-battle military parade which
he attended where Shaikh Muba-
rak showed great enthusiasm and
was happy with the scene around
him.

Pears reports that the Shaikh rode
a magnificent white horse cov-
ered with beautiful ornamental
trappings, and headed the parade
which was preceded by a large es-
cort of armed men with shotguns.
He was followed by horsemen
and foot soldiers who wore bright
colours dominated by red, orange
and brown.

The escort of guards marching in
the front of the procession were
shrieking and voicing loud war
cries, while the people in the way
of the procession chanted and sa-
luted Shaikh Mubarak, as the veiled
women cheered in jubilation.

The British captain added that ev-
eryone, even the old grey-bearded
men, carried rifles. Shaikh Muba-
rak’s noble and proud character
inspired the crowds and enthused
them into a battle-ready state.
His army of no less than ten thou-
sand men voiced absolute loyalty
to Shaikh Mubarak who said that
he was prepared to confront lbn
Al-Rashid or anyone else who
harboured ill-intentions against
Kuwait. (“My Friend the Shaikh” in
Blackwood Magazine, July, August
1922-Translated into Arabic and
published in Risalat Al-Kuwait, No.
55, July 2016).

These forces were mobilized by

Dr. Suad Al-Sabah : Shaikh
Mubarak was history
maker and sought to
mould the challenges to fit
his dreams and ambitions.

Shaikh Mubarak was keen
on communicating with
European powers and
encouraged them to trade
with Kuwait .

Shaikh Mubarak with officers of Russian warship
The Varyag (1901)

Shaikh Mubarak in public audience ( Majlis). He is
seen seated at the corner ,next to him two Europen
visitors- (1907-1909)

Shaikh Mubarak to meet the bel-
ligerent army of lbn Al-Rashid, the
Amir of Hael who intended to oc-
cupy Kuwait.
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In fact, Shaikh Mubarak and his
people had fought several fero-
cious battles in defense of Ku-
wait and its independence. When
Dr. Mylrea had asked him why he
had not built a wall around Kuwait
city to ward off the enemy, Shaikh
Mubarak replied“l am the wall” (Cit-
ed by Dr. Suad Al-Sabah, p. 137).

Kuwait’s Conditions at the end

of the 19th Century

Shaikh Mubarak Bin Sabah took
over the rule of Kuwait in a complex
regional situation. Historian Abu
Hakima states that “Shaikh Muba-
rak’s leadership of Kuwait emerged
at a critical time not only in Arab
history, but in the history of the en-
tire civilized world as well”. (Ahmad
Mustafa Abu Hakima, Tarikh Al-Ku-
wait Al-Hadith 1750-1965 (Modern
History of Kuwait 1750-1965) 1st
edition, p.305).

Abu Hakima briefly describes such
situation as one that witnessed
the peak of the successes of colo-
nial Europe, especially in the last
decade of the Nineteenth Century
which has seen rapprochement
between the Russians and French
on the one hand, and between
Germany and the Ottoman State
on the other. Britain feared the
rising challenges posed by these
states to its control of the Arabian
Gulf. Thus, it sought to deny them
access to the Gulf ports, and par-
ticularly prevent the fleets of the
competing European powers to
anchor in the Gulf waters. For this
purpose, Britain concluded treaties
with the Arabian Gulf rulers with a
view to protect British interests first
and foremost. (Ibid, p.320).

Within this scene which charac-
terized the turn of the Twentieth
Century, Kuwait received several
visits by French, Russian and British
battleships. Their commanders and

C
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the diplomats who traveled with
them all landed in Kuwait city and
had meetings with Shaikh Muba-
rak. The Shaikh also received a Ger-
man delegation who sought his
approval to leasing-out land in the
Kuwaiti Khadema territory in order
to build a port and a terminal for
the Berlin-Baghdad Railway. Shai-
kh Mubarak however, rejected this
offer using his smooth diplomatic
style .( Dr. Al-Sabah, p.196).

Besides being attractive to major
European powers because of its
unique strategic position, Kuwait
was also prone to the invasions em-
anating from the Arabian Peninsula
such as those of Ibn Al-Rashid, and
the countless conspiracies against
Shaikh Mubarak, in addition to the
Ottoman threats against Kuwait
and its Shaikh.

Within such atmosphere, Shaikh
Mubarak had no choice but to con-
duct talks and engage into military
confrontations in all directions. To
counteract all the internal and ex-
ternal pressures, Shaikh Mubarak
strove to utilize every available
diplomatic and military resource in
order to consolidate his position in
Kuwait. (Dr. S. Al-Sabah p.6).

It was within this context of Shaikh
Mubarak’s dedication to preserve
Kuwait’s independence, coupled
with Britain's endeavour to keep
the major European powers off the
north-western tip of the Gulf, that
the British Foreign Office gave a
“serious thought to turn a new leaf
in its friendly relations with Kuwait
during the era of Shaikh Mubarak,
on a par with his predecessors who
ruled Kuwait since Shaikh Abdullah
Bin Sabah” (Abu Hakima, p.320).
Dr. Abu Hakima surmises that “the
international political conditions
dictated that Britain conclude the
convention of January 23, 1899

D

British report on
Mubarak’s era : the peak
of economic prosperity in
1912 ( The Brimful Year).

First photo in history of Kuwait coast. by Russian
warship Varyag

e

e —

A vessel of Arab Steamers Company

Photo of Kuwait Port in 1915 by Lord Harding
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with Shaikh Mubarak” (Ibid).

This convention was historically
known as the Protectorate Agree-
ment between Kuwait and Brit-
ain. It remained confidential even
though it was mentioned by the
French and British press, yet “there
was no clue at all to the actual con-
tent of the Agreement. That was to
remain a well-kept secret for many
years” (B.J.Slot, p. 121-122).

Foreign Battleships in Kuwaiti
waters

The main European powers of the
19th century sought the friendship
of Kuwait because of its important
strategic location. On the other
hand, Shaikh Mubarak was keen
on communicating with them but
without giving them a military
foothold in Kuwait's territory, yet
encouraging them to increase
trade exchange with his country.
Examples include the first visit by
a French battleship (Drome) to Ku-
wait at the turn of the Twentieth
Century, followed by (Catinat) in
February 1902, the second French
battleship to visit Kuwait. The Le
Monde llustree published an ar-
ticle which carried the French offi-
cers’ impressions about Kuwait. It
mentioned that Kuwait has gained
a new political significance due
to its proximity to Basrah which
is destined to become the termi-
nus for Berlin-Baghdad railway. Le
Monde's article described Kuwait
as the sea outlet for the Euphrates
Valley, and a center for the flourish-
ing pearl trade which plays an im-
portant role in commerce with Indi-
an regions such as Bombay and the
Coast of Malabar. (B.J. Slot, pp.161-
162 and p.213). On the other hand,
the Russian warship “Varyag” ar-
rived to Kuwait in December 1901.
Its captain reported that the ship
was welcomed by Shaikh Jaber Bin

Mubarak who boarded the vessel
together with his entourage and
gifted the Russians 10 live sheep as
a welcome gesture on behalf of his
father, Shaikh Mubarak.
Thereafter, Kuwait received a
number of other visiting Russian
battleships, including the Askold
which arrived in Kuwait in Novem-
ber1902. Again, it was welcomed
by Shaikh Jaber in a similar man-
ner, this time adding 3 calves to the
10 sheep gift. These visits were to
explore Kuwait’s political orienta-
tion, and brought with them Rus-
sian consuls in Bashire, Basrah, and
Baghdad. They all met with Shaikh
Mubarak who asked them to con-
vey his compliments to the Tsar,
and expressed his wish to welcome
Russian merchant ships in Kuwait.
(Dr. Al-Sabah, pp.206-211)
* Flourishing Kuwaiti Trade

In the early Twentieth Century,
German traveler Hermann Bur-
chardt described Kuwait town in
1903 as having thirty thousand in-
habitants, with clean streets, and
that the town was inspected per-
sonally by Shaikh Mubarak several
times daily. He also reported that
its economic activities consisted of
pearl diving, seafaring, and ship-
building. (Kuwait in the Eyes of the
Early Photographers [Arabic] p.40).
After about a decade, Danish trav-
eler to Kuwait Barclay Raunkiaer
described the city’s bustling trade
which he saw in 1912. He stated
that its main imports included car-
pets from India, household utensils
of tinned copper from Baghdad
and Bombay, coffee from Java,
matches from Austria, in addition
to miscellaneous goods from a
variety of countries such as but-
ter, charcoal, spices, fruits, tea and
sugar. (BarclayRaunkiaer, Through
Wahhabiland on Camel Back, Lon-

Shaikh Mubarak dedicated
himself to providing
modern medical services
to his people and facilitate
Kuwait’s contacts with the
outside world.

Creation of Al-Mubarakyah
School : encouraged by
Shaikh Mubarak, his son
Shaikh Nasser, and the
donations of Kuwaiti
merchants.

Shaikh Mubarak Bin Sabah Kuwait's ruler and
Shaikkh Khaz'al Bin Mirdaw' Ruler of ‘Arabistan
(1907-1909)

don, 1969 p.44).

Raunkiaer also reported on Ku-
wait’s export which he said to have
included, wool, dried and salted
hides of goats and sheep, the white
cotton material, coloured cotton
goods, and head kerchiefs (Kef-
fyah) of different types, (Ibid).
Portraying Kuwait’s commercial
status in Mubarak’s era, Abu Ha-
kima reports that “when security
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prevails, it will bring with it a flour-
ishing trade in case its resources
were available. This was the case
of Kuwait which was an ideal port
on the western cost of the Arabian
Gulf, and a natural passageway to
Najd's hinterland. In those days,
Kuwait owned a sizable seaborne
merchant fleet and a considerable
flow of trade with India and East
Africa. Kuwait's commerce was
augmented further when the Brit-
ish steamers resumed their calls on
its port, on their regular weekly re-
turn voyage from India. (Abu Haki-
ma, p.335). A remarkable business
venture was made in 1911 when
Shaikh Mubarak together with
the Shaikh of Bahrain, patronized
the establishment of a company
named “The Arab Steamers, Lim-
ited) in Bombay . Owned by a num-
ber of businessmen from Kuwait
and the Gulf , this company oper-
ated steamers which catered for
commercial cargo and passenger
transport.( Khalid Al Abdul-Mugh-
ni, Bidayat Al-Khimah al-Baridyah
Fi Al-Kuwait (Early Postal Services
in Kuwait) pp.73-75).

In 1912, Kuwait’s commerce had
seen unprecedented heights.
That year was known as “Sanat Al-
Tafha” (The Brimful Year). A British
report on Kuwait’s trade in 1911-
1912 cites several reasons for that
years’ “good progress in the trade
of the port’, including “good rain in
the early part of the year and the
absence of serious disturbances
in the hinterland together with a
good pearling season, all of which
combined to give an impetus to
trade”. The report adds that the
total value of the trade amounted
to about 6.3 million Rupees com-
pared to nearly 6 million Rupees
in the year before (1910), quoting
an increase of 3.85%. Although
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the report mentions that at first
glance this may s not appear to be
a very large increase, but this view
may change if we consider that a
sizable worth of arms and ammu-
nitions imports was abandoned
by Kuwait and replaced by more
legitimate trade, including sizable
imports of spices, in addition to the
flourishing pearling season, all of
which represent a substantial trade
growth. (R/15/5/72 India Office Li-
brary and Records).

Improving the quality of life

through modern amenities
In line with the economic prosper-
ity, Kuwait was introduced to some
modern amenities used in differ-
ent walks of daily life during the era
of Shaikh Mubarak.
The Shaikh was preoccupied with
offering advanced medical ser-
vices to his people, and improving
Kuwait's communication with the
outside world.
In the first area, Shaikh Mubarak
requested Major Knox, British Po-
litical Agent to Kuwait to recruit a
skillful surgeon in curing wounds
and ailments.
Indeed, a surgery which was at-
tached to the Political Agency, now
known as Dickson Cultural Centre
, started to treat patients in 1904.
It was operated by Dr. Daoud Al-
Rahman, a Muslim Indian surgeon
. The surgery offered free medi-
cal care to the poor, but charged
those who were able to pay the
surgeon’s fees. Many successive
surgeons were assigned to this sur-
gery which stayed operational un-
til 1951(Dr. Al-Sabah, p.84). Also, In
1914, permission was given to two
private pharmacies to open in the
market place, one was tended by
Shaikh HafizWahbah and the other
by the Indian-educated Kuwaiti
pharmacist Abdul-llah Al-Qinaei.

F

Intellectual scene: Kuwait
visited by scholar Rasheed
Rida ,and emergence of a
number of poets including
the first Kuwaiti poetess.

British Political Agency in Kuwaitin 1915-Photo by
Lord Harding

In 1911, Shaikh Mubarak granted
permission to the U.S. surgeon Dr.
Bennet to open a temporary clinic
which subsequently developed
into the American Mission Hospi-
tal which opened in 1914 (Dr. Al-
Sabah , pp.86-88 and p.92)

Such medical centers were instru-
mental in offering modern treat-
ment to the large numbers of pa-
tients whose cases could not be
handled by traditional local medi-
cal practitioners.

On the other hand, Shaikh Muba-
rak’s uninterrupted efforts to link
Kuwait with the outside world fi-
nally culminated in 1904 when a
postal service was established. It
was attached to old building of
the British Political Agency house
in Kuwait city ( currently Dickson
Cultural Centre), and offered its ser-
vices to the public in an unofficial
capacity. Shaikh Mubarak however,
was endeavoring at full-fledged of-
ficial postal services which finally
materialized on January 21, 1915.
As its predecessor, this official post
office was part of the British Politi-
cal Agency and was operated by a
some Indian Post Office staff. (Mo-
hamad Abdul Hadi Jamal, Stations
in Kuwait’s Postal History, p.7; and
Khalid Al-Abdul-Mughni, p.18).
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Besides medicaland postalservices,
Mubarak’s era saw the introduction
of a number of modern amenities
to Kuwait, such as the first water
condenser plant (water distillation
station), first ice-making plant, first
automobile, first electric genera-
tor, first gramophone, in addition
to some other modern amenities.
Moreover, it was during the era of
Shaikh Mubarak that photography
was introduced to Kuwait for the
first time. The Shaikh also strove
to introduce the telegraph, and
conducted several communica-
tions with the British officials who
agreed to extend a telegraph line
to Kuwait. It should be stated how-
ever that this line was operational
only in the era of his son Shaikh
Jaber.

Dr. Suad Al-Sabah stresses that all
such technical developments have
left a marked influence on the life
of the people in Kuwait. {Dr. Al-
Sabah p.95 and Abdullah Al-Hatim:
Min Huna Bada'at Al-Kuwait(Kuwait
Started From Here).

* Intellectual and Cultural life
Kuwait’s intellctual life under Shai-
kh Mubarak Al-Sabah saw some ac-
tive contributions by the educated
public. The Shaikh himself was ex-
tremely well-versed in many issues,
as described by German traveler
Burchardt. The Shaikh maintained
regular subscriptions in the Arabic
newspapers of Irag, and kept in
touch with the Egyptian press and
journalists. Egyptian writer and
publisher Abdul-Maseeh Al-Antaki
frequently visited Shaikh Mubarak
whom he defended in Egyptian
newspapers, particularly in Al-Om-
ran magazine. Moreover, Shaikh
Nasser, son of Shaikh Mubarak
Al-Sabah maintained a valuable
library which included contem-
porary Arabic classical works of

the time in addition to Arabic and
Islamic heritage books. Based on
their commitment to furthering
knowledge, both Shaikh Mubarak
and his son Shaikh Nasser support-
ed the establishment of Al-Muba-
rakya School in 1911, as referred to
by some British reports.

This school was established to meet
the requirements of Kuwait's de-
veloping commerce which needed
practical expertise and skills to be
adopted by the educational system.
The idea of Al-Mubarakya school
attracted donations from the mer-
chants and notables of Kuwait as
Shaikh Issa Al-Qinaei took charge
of the fund-raising campaign. It
is reported that the donations ex-
ceeded the financial requirements
for establishing the school. Thus,
in September 1911 Al-Mubarakya
commenced instruction as the first
regular school of Kuwait. Subjects
taught included Arabic, religious
sciences, mathematics, history
and geography ( Tarikh Al-Ta’lim Fi
Dawlat Al-Kuwait (History of Edu-
cation in the State of Kuwait (Ara-
bic) Center For Research And Stud-
ies On Kuwait , Vol.1 pp. 99-106).
Hundreds of Kuwait’s notables
and Shaikhs were educated in this
school which has become an im-
portant part of Kuwait's intellectual
and educational legacy.

As far as authoring was concerned,
a work of practical significance
was written by Abdul-Lateef Al-
Abdul-Razzaq in Arabic on Hisab
Awzan Al-Lu'lu’ (Determining the
Weight of Pearls), which was print-
ed in Bombay in 1911. Dr. Khalifah
Al-Wagayan mentions that its au-
thor belonged to a family which
was renowned in the pearl trade,
in addition to being supportive of
knowledge and intellectual works.
(Dr. Al-Wagayan, Al-Thagafah Fi Al-

Sief Palace was built by
Shaikh Mubarak in 1907
as a government palace
and for receiving senior
visitors.

Tew Arab Steamers, Limioed.
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Registration deed of Arab Steamers Ltd showing
Shaikh Mubarak as patron

Kuwait (Culture in Kuwait), p.75).
The majority of the works which
were published in Shaikh Muba-
rak’s era belonged to the religious
heritage traditions which domi-
nated Kuwait’s intellectual out-
look, such as Risalat Al-Tajweed
Li-Al-Qur'an Al-Majeed (Treatise
on Reciting the Glorious Qur'an) by
Omar ‘Assim, which was printed in
Bombay 1915, in addition to books
endowed to The Arab Charitable
Society (See: Dr. Al-Waqgayan, p.76
and p.132-134).

Moreover, during Shaikh Muba-
rak’s era Kuwait welcomed the
Arab thinker Muhammad Rasheed
Rida, publisher of the monthly Al-
Manar (Egypt) and others. Kuwait’s
visitors at the time included those
who publically propagated socially
or politically intolerable ideas How-
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ever , Shaikh Mubarak was firm
with those who came to Kuwait to
spread adverse propaganda and
had them ousted from the country.
( See:Abdul-Aziz Al-Rushaid Tarikh
Al-Kuwait (History of Kuwait), Bei-
rut, pp. 276-278).

Moreover , that era saw the emer-
gence of Moudi Abdul-Aziz Al-Ubai-
di , the first Kuwaiti poetess who
wrote a moving eulogy in vernacu-
lar verse in honour of her son who
was killed in the Battle of Sarif in
1901. ( See : Abdul-Aziz Al-Rushaid,
Ibid , p.345). The poets of that era
included the artist-poet Abdullah
Al-Faraj, and Zain Al-‘Abidin Bin
Hassan  (Al-Waqayan,p.349),who
was known as Shaikh Mubarak’s
poet , together with verse com-
poser Mulla ‘Ali and others who
wrote the occasional poem.( Al-
Rushaid,p.334).

* Al-Jam'yah Al-Khairyah Al-
Arabyah (The Arab Charitable
Society) 1913.

This society was the fruition of ef-
forts made by the young Kuwaiti
merchant Farhan Bin Fahad Al-Kha-
lid. Its main cultural and social ob-
jectives included financially spon-
soring students of Islamic studies
to pursue further knowledge in the
field in advanced Arab countries at
the time such as Egypt, Lebanon,
Syria and other places, besides
recruiting a Muslim preacher to
guide people to the correct path, in
addition to recruiting a Muslim sur-
geon and pharmacist to give free
medical treatment to the poor and
the needy. Moreover, the society
sought to distribute potent water
to the population free of charge. It
also may be considered as Kuwait's
first public library (Dr. Al-Waqayan,

pp.121-125).

G



The Government of Shaikh
Mubarak

Historian Ahmad Abu Hakima
states that Shaikh Mubarak was
always close to his people (Abu
Hakima, p.338). Actually, Shaikh
Mubarak ruled within the tradi-
tions inherited from his predeces-
sors, and in close reference to the
social and political legacies of the
Arabian Peninsula. He regularly at-
tended the gatherings (Majlis) in
which he gave public audience to
his subjects and received foreign
visitors.(Dr. Al-Sabah , p.126).

In 1907, Shaikh Mubarak had the
Sief Palace built at its present site
on the costal front of Kuwait City.
He dedicated this palace as “a ven-
ue for the business of ruling the
emirate and running its day-to-day
administration. Every morning he
took his seat in the arcade over-
looking the sea; besides him was
his secretary to whom he dictated
letters and answered the incoming
correspondence. The Sief Palace
was also the place where Shaikh
Mubarak received Kuwait's lead-
ing men and notables as well the
country’s visitors and guests, es-
pecially his friend Shaikh Khaz'al"
(Al-Diwan Al-Amiri, Qasr Al-Sief ,
Lamhah Tarikhiyah wa-Mi'mariyah
(Sief Palace, A Historical and Archi-
tectural Glance), p.20).

On the other hand, Shaikh Muba-
rak held e daily political, security
and social meetings in the morn-
ings and afternoons in Kishk build-
ings (Public Audience Halls), lo-
cated in the middle of the town’s
market. In there, he also followed
up his subjects’ affairs, considered
their disputes, and consulted with
the populace about matters that
preoccupied them. One of the two
kishks has survived till the present
. Named Kish Mubarak, it stands

H

In Kishk Mubarak in
Mubarakyah area, Kuwait’s
ruler met with his subjects
for consultations and
delivery of justice.

Shaikh Mubarak's Kishk ( audience hall) in the Money
Changers Square in Kuwait City

Shaikh Mubarak's renovated Kishk turned into
museum in 2011

in heart of the old souq of Kuwait
city (Mubarakya area). Following
its renovation and converting into
a museum, the Kishk was inaugu-
rated by H.H. the Amir Shaikh Sa-
bah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
in 2011.(NCCAL-Kuwait, Kishk Al-
Shaikh Mubarak - (Arabic) Edited
Eissa Dashti, p.14).

When it came to administering
justice, Shaikh Mubarak “did not
regard himself as well-wise”. (Dr.
Al-Sabah, p.66). For instance, he
sought professional advice in com-
mercial disputes brought to his at-
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tention, for “if he could not find a
solution, he would refer the matter
to one, two, or three of the expe-
rienced merchants and what they
decided would be the last word”
(Dr.Al-Sabah, Ibid).

He approach religious matters in
the same manner, as he referred
cases to an appropriate religious
authority. (Al-Sabah, Ibid). This au-
thority was vested in Shaikh Abdul-
Aziz Al-Adsani who practiced reli-
gious justice on behalf of his aging
father Shaikh Muhammad Al-Ad-
sani who became religious judge
in 1857, i.e. in the era of Kuwait’s
fourth ruler Shaikh Sabah Bin Jaber
(Shaikh Mubarak’s father). Shaikh
Muhammad Al-Adsani remained as
Kuwait's religious judge for a period
of nearly sixty- two years until his
death in 1919 in the era of Shaikh
Salim Bin Mubarak, Kuwait’s Ninth
ruler. (See Al-Qinaei p.33-34).

Dr. Stanley Mylrea, the American
Mission hospital surgeon praised
Shaikh Mubarak’s style of govern-
ment, as he commented that “the
Shaikh was not isolated from the
men in the street or from the or-
dinary nomad in the desert. Any
citizen with a lawsuit to argue or a
problem to solve could meet with
him face to face without difficulty”
(See: Dr. Al-Sabah, pp.66-67). It is
also reported that Shaikh Muba-
rak was renowned for sympathetic
with his people, for his “concern
that his subjects should not loose
what was rightfully due to them. He
also took pains to ensure that the
people of Kuwait were respected in
other cities and countries, and de-
fended their rights in the same way
he would defend his own". (Abdul-
Aziz Al-Rushaid, p.187).

Historian Al-Rushaid reports on
many instances where Shaikh
Mubarak was supportive of Kuwaiti

merchants, including opening his
coffers and financing them with
large sums of money to help them
in their business, which they could
repay over long grace periods. Al-
Rushaid adds that Shaikh Mubarak
“became quite emotional if any of
his subjects lost money or children”
(Al-Rushaid, Ibid)

Historian Al-Rushaid further stress-
es that Shaikh Mubarak devoted
his attention to protecting Kuwait’s
trading routes with Al-Zubair and
Najd. The Shaikh was equally force-
ful when it came to recovery of
pirated Kuwaiti goods at sea. Al-
Rushaid also reports that Shaikh
Mubarak strongly protested against
the Belgian Customs Officer who
had unsuccessfully insisted on in-
specting Kuwaiti goods carried by
a steamer in the port of Al-Muham-
mara. (Al-Rushaid p. 187-188).
Evaluating Shaikh Mubarak’s era,
Abu Hakima reports that “it was a
time during which Kuwait enjoyed
stability and was assured about its
political future. No longer Kuwait
was “a ball” that was tossed be-
tween the European powers and
the Ottoman State, or the locally
conflicting forces of Eastern Ara-
bia. Mubarak has demonstrated
beyond doubt that he was an as-
tute statesman who dealt with the
politics of the day as required by
the spirit of the time. His sole ob-
jective was to protect Kuwait and
preserve its independence. (Abu
Hakima p.337).

Note for the reader and
researcher
It must be stated that it is impos-
sible to sum up all the aspects
surrounding Shaikh Mubarak Bin
Sabah's personality, events of his
era, and his achievements in a few
pages. His singular character un-

Arab Charitable Society :
Scholarships to students
of religious sciences to
study abroad, free medical
treatment to the poor,
distribution of potent
water, and making books
available for the reading
public.

H.H. the Amir receives a gift on inauguration of
Shaikh Mubarak's renovated Kishk in 2011
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Shaikh Mubarak in postal stamp- ever present in the
national memory
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dermined the designs of the influ-
ential forces in the Northern Arabi-
an Gulf and the Arabian Peninsula.
Despite the enormously complex
political scene, Shaikh Mubarak
skillfully grasped the events of his
day and manipulated them in a
manner that benefitted Kuwait and
consolidated its position vis-a-vis
the surrounding forces.

Thus, notwithstanding the numer-
ous studies and books that dealt
with his life and age, | believe that
the ground is still fertile for more
works on “Mubarak Al-Kabeer”
(The Grand Mubarak), given the
availability of the vast quantity of
research material and easy access
thereto, as well as the continuing
published material on this historic
leader.

In this regard, the valuable biblio-
graphical study on references and
resources on the events and docu-
ments relating to Shaikh Mubarak’s
era, aptly introduced by Dr. B.J.Slot
in his volume Mubarak Al-Sababh,
Founder of Modern Kuwait 1896-
1915, p.427 ff., in addition to other
valuable publications by Centre For
Research and Studies on Kuwait on
Shaikh Mubarak and his age, to-
gether with the translated articles
published in the Centre’s quarterly
Risalat Al-Kuwait, as well as the
Kuwaiti documents edited by Pro-
fessor Abdullah Al-Ghunaim, the
major part of which cover the daily
events, intellectual pre-occupa-
tions and economic news in Shaikh
Mubarak’s era, would constitute an
ideal guide and provide original
material to researchers who wish
to augment their knowledge and
enrich their studies on Kuwait’s
seventh ruler Shaikh Mubarak Bin
Sabah Bin Jaber Bin Abdullah Bin
Sabah I.
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A prophet is not without honor

except in his own country.
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Forbidden fruit is sweetest.
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A hungry man is an angry man.
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A bird in the hand is worth two in
the bush.
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Actions speak louder than
words. Much ado about nothing.
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