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“Tricentenary of Establishing the Rule of Shaikh Sabah I’
Three centuries of harmony, stability and prosperity (Episode6)

Foreword

Dr. Tarek Abdullah Fakhrel-Deen

The year 2018 marked Kuwait’s 300th anniversary of the establishment of the Al-Sabah family rule in 1718,

which has maintained its perseverance ever since, through prudent leadership, popular consensus and solidarity

on home front, supported by wise initiatives and policies that crystallized the distinctive Kuwaiti identity and

preserved it against external ambitions. Throughout the centuries, Kuwait has developed from a small port town

into an accomplished state priding itself of its reputable status in the community of world nations.

On this occasion, Al-Hawiya magazine presents its readers with a series of articles providing an outline of Kuwaits

historical phases over the past three centuries (1718 - 2018).

It should be noted that due to the limited space assigned for these articles, they do not cover all historical details

and issues of Kuwaits rich past. The articles merely attempt to present the overall image of Kuwaits emergence as

arising star in the Gulf and outline its historical development under the rule of the Al-Sabah family.

The present episode (6) briefly portrays the main features of Kuwait'’s history during the era of its eighth ruler

Shaikh Jabir Bin Mubarak Al-Sabah whose the rule lasted for 14 months and a few days(28 November 1915 - 5

February 1917).

Kuwait’s Eighth Ruler: Sheikh Jabir Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah (1915-1917)

Kuwait’s Prosperity in World War |

Shaikh Jabir Bin Mubarak ascended
to the emirate’s rule following the
death of his father Shaikh Mubarak
Bin Sabah in November 1915. At
the time, Kuwait was experiencing
difficult regional and international
circumstances created by World
War | which erupted in November

A

Dickson : Kuwait provided
vital support to Britain in
World War |

1914. On the onset of the war, Turk-
ish forces in the Gulf were attacked
by the British Army which sought

ﬂ-"]g” (2019 yacisas = gulacsd 1) 98 A yill 43

to derive away the Turks from
Irag. Thus, the British navy bom-
barded Al-Fao Fortress situated at
the mouth of Shatt Al-Arab on the
northern Arabian Gulf, ousting the
Turkish garrison from there to pre-
pare for the British army landing in
Iraq.

But the British were faced with

® AL-SABAH

fierce resistance which rendered
them in dire need for supplies and
provisions.

Kuwait had sided with Britain and
its allies during the war, and acted
against Turkish forces even before
the arrival of the British army to the
Gulf. Colonel Dickson, an eye wit-
ness to the scene, draws the follow-
ing vivid image:

“On the outbreak of war with Tur-
key in 1914 Mubarak at once threw
in his lot with the allies, though the
act put him in immediate jeopardy
with the Turks, for no British force
had yet reached Mesopotamia. He
was early given the task of seizing
the Turkish frontier military posts
of Safwan and Umm Qasr, as well
as that situated on the south side
of Bubiyan Island. He was further
instructed to threaten Basra from
the land side and, if possible, take
it and protect the lives and prop-
erties of all foreigners there. Al-
though he did not succeed in oc-
cupying Basra his presence with a
large Badawin force in the hinter-
land created a most useful diver-
sion and was of material assistance
to General Sir Arthur Barrett and
his army (.E.F’D") when they land-
ed opposite Abadan on the Shatt
al Arab and advanced on Basra via
the right-bank route’”

(H.R.P. Dickson; Kuwait And Her
Neighbours, p.150)

It should be mentioned that colo-
nel Dickson was with that British
force, as he was attached to the
light Indian Cavalry. (Ibid.)

Kuwait’s alliance with Britain in the
First World War is described by Dr.
Melkomian as a natural result of
their common interest and joint
stance against Turkey, as Shaikh
Mubarak was prompt to act on the
outbreak of the war and mobilized
his forces which were on full and

Shaikh Jabir imbibed
diplomacy from his father
Shaikh Mubarak Al-Sabah

.

Kuwaiti commercial shipping route

Lord Charles Hardinge Vice Roy of India

constant alert, ready to deprive
the Turks of any chance to occupy
Kuwait’s territory. Despite the fact
that he did not take effective part
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in the ensuing battles, yet mobi-
lizing his forces into full alert was
quite useful on the onset of the
war”. (Yelina Melkomian; Dirasat fi
Tarikh Al-Kuwait Al-Hdith wa-al-
Mu‘assir, p. 39).

ShaikhJabirBin Mubarak’s diplomatic
missions on his father’s behalf.
Shaikh Jabir was set to rule Kuwait
in such exceptional times, armed
with the political and diplomatic
expertise which he gained from his
father Shaikh Mubarak who depu-
tized him during his lifetime to
handle a number of official tasks.
Moreover, during the reign of his
father,anindependent department
was assigned to Shaikh Jabir in Sief
Palace where he could receive his
visitors (Kuwait: Al-Diwan Al-Amiri;
Qasr Al-Sief Al-Amer, Lamhah
Tarikhiyah wa Mi'mariyah, p. 17).
Shaikh Jabir had also represented
his father in welcoming foreign offi-
cials on their arrival to Kuwait such
as the crew of the Russian warship
the Variag which visited Kuwait
in December 1901, and Russian
cruiser. the Askold which called on
Kuwait in December 1902. (William
Facey and Gillian Grant; Al-Kuwait
fi ‘'Uyoun Awa'il Al-Musawirin, p.33
& 34).

Shaikh Jabir also welcomed Lord
Hardinge, Vice Roy of India, who
visited Kuwait in late January
1915 to review Kuwait’s support to
Britain during the war and to con-
vey his country’s appreciation of
Shaikh Mubarak’s backing , whom
he decorated with a high ranking
British medal.

Moreover Shaikh Jabir had repre-
sented his father at the Subaihi-
yah Conference of 1914 where he
headed a Kuwaiti delegation at
that event which took place be-
tween the Ottoman State and Amir
Abdul-Aziz lbn Saud, Sultan of
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Najd (Abdullah Al-Hatim; Min Huna
Bada'at Al-Kuwait , p. 44).

Kuwait as Center for Supplies for the
Arab Region

Throughout the First World War,
Kuwait continued to provide the
Arabian countries of the Middle
East with supplies and provisions
which flowed into the Turkish dom-
inated Arab regions. Loaded camel
caravans left Kuwait and crossed
the Arabian desert to Syria, car-
rying various types of the much
needed merchandise by the Le-
vantines and Turks alike. Historian
Abu Hakima describes this scene
as “as breach by Kuwait of the land
and sea siege imposed by the Allies
against the Ottoman State."He adds
that “strangely enough, the British
did not lodge any public complaint
with Shaikh Jabir against Kuwait’s
supply trade!” (Abu Hakima; Tarikh,
p. 34). Abu Hakima attributes this
British hesitation to the fact that
Shaikh Jabir had officially declared
Kuwait's support for Britain in the
war! (Ibid).

Since times of old Kuwait was
famed for being a commercial hub
for camel caravans. Being a major
port in the region and a center
connecting sea with desert trade, it
has played a vital role in furthering
commerce in the Middle East. Ku-
wait was at a cross roads of trade
routes whereby it serviced all types
of caravans including inbound,
outbound, Haj, Irag and Arabian
hinterland caravans. The caravans
between Kuwait and the Syrian city
of Aleppo, as well as those connect-
ing Kuwait to the Arabian Peninsu-
la continued their trips unabated
throughout most of World War |
years which lasted well into 1918. It
was customary for Kuwait to receive
annually some (20) camel caravans
from southern Najd, and two from

C

Kuwait’s active trade in
WWI saved the Gulif and
Arab region from famine

Sh. Jabir B.Mubarak welcomes a Russian warship
crew in Kuwait-1916

Kuwait Conference in 1916
unified the Arab Chiefs.
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Land of the Date by C.M.Cursetjee

Jabal Shammar in Arabia. (Dr. Adil
M. Al- Abdul- Mughni; Al- Igtisad
Al- Kuwaiti Al- Qadim, p.169).
There were three kinds of the Alep-
po going caravans:
« The first was known as the “Com-
plete Light Camel Caravan’, which
left from the south of Kuwait to
Aleppo mainly to supply the Syrian
city with camels needed for travel-
ing from Aleppo to the south.

» The second was known as the
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“Merchants Caravan’, serving those
who wished to carry their merchan-
dise from Aleppo to Kuwait without
waiting for the arrival or departure
of the “Grand Caravan”.

«The third was known as the“Alep-
po- Kuwait Grand Caravan’, which
travelled twice a year between
both cities. (Ibid, p. 169-170).
Kuwait saves the Arabian East from
famine

It was inevitable that Kuwaiti mer-
chants should largely depend on
the efficient and well organized
caravan system for carrying their
merchandise which they received
by ship or overland, and redirect
their trade to meet the supply
needs of the war- infested Arab re-
gions.

Kuwait’s commercially prosper-
ous scene during Shaikh Jabir
Al-Mubarak’s era is described by
Kuwaiti historian ‘Abdul- ‘Aziz Al-
Rushaid in the following words:
“Jabir’s reign was full of happiness
and blessings for the Kuwaitis as
they earned great profits, and their
trade reached far and wide to Najd,
Al-Hijaz, Al- Sham [ the Levant ],
Irag and as far as Constantinople.
They carried their trade to these
places at a time when Syria was
under siege from sea, thus it re-
ceived but very little merchandise
from India and Europe in quantities
that barely satisfied its needs". (Al-
Rushaid; Tarikh Al- Kuwait, p.199).
Naturally, the Ottoman State had
benefitted from the active Kuwaiti
commerce, but this situation was
not welcome by the British.

During the First World War the
caravan trade basically relied on
supplies from the active Kuwaiti
sea- going fleet of dhows, which in
turn flourished on two counts: the
increasing sea-born trade of goods
carried to Kuwait from the Indian
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Sub- continent and East African
ports, and their subsequent distri-
bution via overland camel caravan
routes.

The second factor was the up-
surge in local ship building indus-
try which flourished in Kuwait as
a result of the rising demand on
seafaring. This industry became so
active to the extent that Kuwaitis
resorted to the Malabar coast in
India for building large sail ships on
urgent basis in order to meet the
escalating demand on them.(Faisal
Al- Wazzan; Tijarat Al- Nagl Al- Bahri
fi Al-Kuwait min Khilal Usrat Hamad
Abdullah Al- Sager, p. 9).

In the four years of World War |,
Britain took over all the commer-
cial steamer ships operating in the
Arabian Gulf Area and put them in
the service of its war needs, and
by this action “commercial steam-
ers no longer frequented the Gulf
ports. Consequently , the Kuwaiti
sail ship fleet came forward and
managed to secure supplies for
the entire Gulf region in addition
to Iraq and Iran. Meanwhile, de-
mand on sail ships was rocketing
, and Kuwait played the major role
in building the needed sail ships
to make up for the shortage in sea-
freight and sea trade requirements.
It is this [Kuwait’s] role that saved
the Gulf region and the Arabian
Peninsula from famine. (Ibid).
Cursetjee: Kuwait's strand busy with
shipbuilding

Cursetjee, a retired Indian judge
who visited Kuwait during World
War |, described a crowded Kuwait
port which he saw it in late 1916, “
two steam- launches owned by the
sheik lay atanchor, and the harbour
was alive with a great variety of lo-
cal boats... Kuwait is famous all
over the Gulf for its excellent boat-
building and the strand was crowd-

Sir Percy Cox : Kuwait
“ durbar” shall be
remembered by History
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An incoming telegram

Indian judge in 1916
describes piles of goods in
Kuwait customs

Arab Chiefs at Kuwait Durbar in 1916

TELEGRAME FOR PERSIA AND
MEBOPOTAMIA,

Telegrams may mow be forwarded to the
uﬂmﬁmad;mnlthnhmd:-

Abadan, Persin ... ... 25 Td = werd.
Eoweit, Mesopotamis ... 2. 3d. a word.

Telegram rates between Kuwait and the region in
1916
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ed with a great number of boats
a-building and new boats ready to
put to sea”. (C.M. Cursetjee; Land of
the Date, Bombay 1918, p. 131). He
also described the harbour of Ku-
waitas“a spacious... piece of water,
but with unequal depths from four
fathoms to nine or more! (Ibid).
Cursetjee described his ship's entry
into Kuwait bay as a unique experi-
ence : “rounding Ras- Al-Ajuza we
entered the fine well-protected
natural harbour and came to an-
chor soon afternoon opposite the
town of Koweyt where stands the
Sheik’s castle,(perhaps meaning
the Sief Palace), prominent among
the long stretch of buildings which
line the sandy strand”. (Ibid, p.128).
Cursetjee and his companions
were received by Mr. Abdul-Latif
Al- Abdul-Jalil, Commissioner of
Kuwait's Sea Customs at the time,
who hosted them and arranged for
their tour in town, which included
a visit to the Sief Palace where they
met the then Kuwait’s ruler Shaikh
Jabir Bin Mubarak. Mr. Al-Abdul-
Jalil's hospitality left an indelible
impression which is evident in Mr.
Cursetjee’s chapter on Kuwait in his
book Land of the Date. The visitors
were given a guided tour by their
host in Kuwait’s sea customs house
which the Indian judge described
as“ an extensive irregular building
so far as | could see, here heaped,
there strewn with bales, bundles,
baskets, boxes and cases of all sorts
and sizes " ( Ibid, p.133 ). This pas-
sage gives us a vivid description
of a customs house crowded with
piles of various merchandise which
was imported into Kuwait via sea-
route.

The figures reported on Kuwait's
customs revenues in 1916/ 1917,
the year that witnessed Shaikh Ja-
bir Bin Mubarak'’s reign, amounted
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to 31,213 Rupees, at 5% of the total
Imports of 471,713 Rupees and to-
tal Exports of 152,530 Rupees - the
Rupees exchange rate against the
Dollar was at 135.5 Rupees against
one hundred Dollars. (Dr. Abdullah
Muharib and Dr. Saeed Mahfouz;
Al- Jamarik Al- Kuwaityah, Nash’
atuha wa- Tatawuruha, p. 39).
Perhaps it should be remembered
that Kuwait earned such revenue
despite the tough circumstances
of World War |, as Shaikh Jabir Bin
Mubarak made great efforts to as-
sure the easy flow of Kuwait's trade
in all directions. Within this context,
he intervened when the govern-
ment of British India imposed some
restrictions on shipping Kuwait
bound merchandise from India in
1916. In response to Shaikh Jabir’s
request, the British Indian authori-
ties decided to lift all restrictions on
merchandise shipped from Indian
ports to Kuwait, as it was satisfied
with the presentation made by Mr.
Salim Al- Sedairawi, Kuwait’s agent
in Bombay, who submitted a list of
Indian goods sought to be shipped
by Kuwaiti merchants. ( Kuwait
National Council for Culture, Arts
and Letters ; Nadwat Al-‘llagat Al-
Kuwaitiyah Al-Hindyah [ Kuwait
20151,p. 10).

Gertrude Bell : Kuwait conference was
“ afine durbar of Arab chiefs”

It could be surmised that the above
described British response to Shai-
kh Jabir's request has come a re-
sult of the British Government'’s en-
deavours to ensure the continued
support of the Arab rulers in the
Gulf and Arabian Peninsula region,
whose tribes were loyal to their
chiefs including Shaikh Jabir Bin
Mubarak, Kuwait’s ruler, Amir Ab-
dul- Aziz Bin Saud, Sultan of Najd,
and Shaikh Khaz'al Bin Mirdaw,
ruler of ‘Arabistan. Towards this

E

Shaikh Jabir Al-Mubarak
consulted his councilors
on state matters

Kuwait’s ruler handled
people’s cases in public
audience.

Sir Percy Cox Gertrude Bellin Iraq

in WWI

end, Sir Percy Cox , Chief British
Political Officer in the Gulf, invited
the three Gulf leaders in addition
to some tribal chiefs to meet at
Kuwait conference ( or “durbar”) in
November 1916. At the durbar, Sir
Percy Cox stressed the importance
of unity against the common en-
emy, and decorated the Gulf lead-
ers with British orders of honour.
(Qasr Al- Sief, p.39). Subsequently,
Cox stated that the event was
dominated by “much enthusiasm
and the scene was a most edify-
ing and memorable one, news
of which will travel far and wide".
On the other hand, following the
event, Miss Gertrude Bell, a British
expert on the Middle East who had
closely known the region during
the First World War, stated that “
Sir Percy Cox has been handling a
fine durbar of Arab chiefs”. ( John
Townsend; Proconsul to the Middle
East, Sir Percy Cox and the end of
the Empire, New York : |I.B. Tauris,
2010, p.97-98)
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The “ Kuwait durbar ” came in the
wake of agreements concluded be-
tween Sir Percy Cox and the rulers
of the Gulf and Arabian Peninsula
in December 1915. It was also an
opportunity for Britain to reassure
its Arab allies that it will honour
promises made to the Arabian Gulf
and Peninsula rulers in return for
their support in the war. (Ibid).
Following the conference, the Brit-
ish Government fulfilled a promise
it had previously made to Kuwait
as it officially opened a telegraph
office which operated for the first
time in the country on December
4, 1916. It was located within the
British Political Agency’s building,
and offered its service to anyone
who needed it at relatively cheap
rates. That telegraph office is seen
by a Kuwaiti scholar as “render-
ing a valuable service to [ Kuwaiti
1 society which was in great need
of means of fast communication”.
( Khalid Al- Abdul-Mughni; “Mi‘at
‘Am ‘ala Iftitah Maktab Al-Teleghraf
fi Al-Kuwait 1916-2016" [Risalat Al-
Kuwait], No.57, Jan.2017, p.13).
Shaikh Jabir Al-Mubarak’s Councilors
and daily audience with his people
History reports Shaikh Jabir Bin
Mubarak’s remarkable success in
maintaining Kuwait’s balanced ties
with its British ally, and securing
friendly relations with the various
tribes and forces of the region in
a precarious regional and inter-
national scene. He also sought ad-
vice on government affairs from
his state councilors , in addition
to holding daily audience with his
subjects in the Kishk buildings to
rule on their grievances. Within this
perspective , C.M. Cursetjee refers
to a certain administrative arrange-
ment on which Shaikh Jabir had re-
lied for governance.

In this regard the Indian traveler
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mentions that Mr. Abdul- Latif Al-
Abdul Jalil, was customs commis-
sioner and “Councilor of state”
(Cursetjee;p.133). Cursetjee also
mentions that he met with the rul-
er of Kuwait in a chamber at Sief
Plalace “ where the Sheik deliber-
ates on business of State with his
councilors”. (lbid, p.139). He also
refers to two buildings located on
both sides of an open space in the
middle of the bazar “ where the
chief of Koweyt daily takes his seat
to administer justice, in the fore-
noon in one house and in the af-
ternoon in the other” (Ibid, p. 134).
Perhaps the Indian judge is refer-
ring to the northern and southern
Kishk buildings which were built by
Shaikh Mubarak, where he received
people on daily basis and ruled on
cases brought to his attention.
Kuwait:A place of safety and affection
between the ruler and ruled
Cursetjee admired the security and
order which dominated Kuwait
1916. He mentions that his host
had accompanied him to an open
space where he saw a number of
Arab “money-changers, each seat-
ed in front of an arrangement of
several boxes of various sizes and
of a very fragile make full of coins,
with locks and hinges of so primi-
tive a pattern that the professional
thief could pick them with the ut-
most ease. Mr. Abdul-Latif aston-
ished us by averring that so perfect
was the honesty of the dwellers
of Koweyt, that these local bank-
ers when retiring for the night left
these treasure chests where they
stood in the open and never a case
of theft has been known. But | just
trust that these fortunate bankers
of Koweyt are reciprocally above-
board in their dealing with these
good people” (Ibid, p. 134).

On the other hand , various his-

Cursetjee impressed by
Kuwait’s safety: Bankers
leave their treasures in the
open on going home

Abdul-Latif Al-Abdul-Jalil with two of his sond- Photo
taken by Cursetjee in1916

torical reports indicate that Shaikh
Jabir Al- Mubarak was devoted to
his people’s welfare. He was said
to have doled out money from his
coffers to the needy, which earned
him the infinite love of the Kuwaiti
people as well as their unquestion-
able loyalty and devotion to him”
(Al- Rushaid; p.198).

Moreover, it is reported that Shaikh
Jabir was sensitive and consider-
ate of his people’s hardships in
the First World War, as he spared
no efforts to alleviate their suffer-
ing, and gave them as he gave to
himself and his family. This sym-
pathetic attitude on his part made
him increasingly popular with the
Kuwaitis. (Ibid,p.199). Historian Al-
Rushaid also mentions that among
his early acts as ruler, Shaikh Jabir
relieved the Kuwaiti people from
the 33% tax on real estates, and
returned the confiscated houses to
their rightful owners. (Ibid,p. 198).
On the other hand, Shaikh Jabir is

U-ll}g” (2019 yusiows — (ubauic i) 98 il 46

described by Historian Saif Mar-
zouq Al- Shamlan as “compassion-
ate ,modest, and just ". (Al- Sham-
lan; Safahat Min Tarikh Al-Kuwait,
p.181). In his turn, C.M Cursetjee
who mentions that Shaikh Jabir
granted him and his companions
a gracious audience in the Sief Pal-
ace, describes the ruler of Kuwait
as follows :“ He is a well- preserved,
fine looking man of about 50 or a
little over, with rather a sad , but
highly intelligent countenance”
(Cursetjee, p. 139 ). On his part,
Colonel H.R.P. Dickson sums up
Shaikh Jabir Al- Mubarak’s person-
ality as follows: “Shaikh Jabir was a
debonair and pleasant young man,
whose mildness and affability were
to make him a popular ruler during
his short reign of little more than a
year”. (Dickson, p. 153).

Shaikh Jabir Bin Mubarak Al-Sabah
ruled but for a short time which
lasted one year, two months, and
some days. He was struck by illness
at the end of his rule, where ac-
cording to one source, “he refused
that European doctors treat him,
including Dr. Mylrea, the Ameri-
can Mission Hospital's physician”
Thus he died on February 5, 1971.
(W. Nathaniel Howell, A Century of
American Community in Kuwait [
Arabic Edition,] p. 76). Despite his
short rule, Shaikh Jabir's reign was
teaming with major achievements,
such as continued support to Brit-
ish war efforts, upsurge in Kuwait's
trade and sail ship building, reliev-
ing his subjects from some taxes
and reducing others, in addition to
“maintaining Kuwait as the gate-
way to the Arabian hinterland, thus
bringing to an end the illusion that
Kuwait was growingly becoming
isolated from the remote Arabian
regions.” (Ibid).
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