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UTVALE 1715 - 2018

“Tricentenary of Establishing the Rule of Shaikh Sabah I”
Three centuries of harmony, stability and prosperity (Episode 7)

Dr. Tarek Abdullah Fakhrel-Deen

Foreword

The year 2018 marked Kuwait’s 300th anniversary of the establishment of the Al-Sabah family rule in 1718, which
has maintained its perseverance eversince through prudent leadership, popular consensus and solidarity on
home front, supported by wise initiatives and policies that crystallized the distinctive Kuwaiti identity and pre-
served it against external ambitions. Throughout the centuries, Kuwait has developed from a small port town into
an accomplished state priding itself of its reputable status in the community of world nations.

On this occasion, Al-Hawiya magazine presents its readers with a series of articles providing an outline of Kuwaits
historical phases over the past three centuries (1718 - 2018).

It should be noted that due to the limited space assigned for these articles, they do not cover all historical details
and issues of Kuwaits rich past. The articles merely attempt to present the overall image of Kuwaits emergence as
arising star in the Gulf and outline its historical development under the rule of the Al-Sabah family.

The present episode (7) briefly portrays the main features of Kuwait’s history during the era of its ninth ruler Shai-

kh Salim Bin Mubarak Al-Sabah who steered the country for a little over four years (1917 - 1921).

The Ninth Ruler: Shaikh Salim Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah (1917-1921)
In February 1917 Shaikh Salim Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah succeeded his
brother Shaikh Jabir in ruling Ku-
wait. Shaikh Salim’s reign lasted
a little more than four years, dur-
ing which the country witnessed
economic hardships as a result of
World War I.

Following the war, Kuwait had to

A

Driven by courage and
resolve Shaikh Salim
led Kuwait to safety in
World War 1.

face belligerent tribal forces which
infringed on its borders and threat-
ened its very existence. However,
driven by patriotism and resolve,
Shaikh Salim was able to steer the

m,gu (2019 seas = ee35) 99 Zuoyill 39

country to safety and preserve its
political entity together with main-
taining its economic interests.

Kuwait’s ninth ruler was famed
for his solid leadership and strong
determination. Besides he was
known as a brave military leader
and a courageous fighter who
successfully led several traditional
battles which were common in
Arabia’s desert in the early Twenti-
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was the Indian Rupee. (Muham-

mad Abdul-Hadi Jamal, Aswaq Al-

Kuwait, p. 193).

During the war, Kuwaiti merchants

had abandoned trading in the

hitherto traditional currencies

[which dominated the economy

of the Arabian Gulf region] for

long years, such as the Maria The-
resa Dollar [Riyal Namsawi or Far-
ansawi], the golden Ottoman Lira
and the Persian Ghran. This was
due to the advent of World War |
which resulted in increased British
presence and influence in the Gulf
on the one hand, and the decline
of the Ottoman influence and that
of its allies on the other. Thus, the

Indian Rupee which was minted

during the reign of England’s King

George V became the dominant

currency in  Kuwait” (Muham-

mad Abdul-Hadi Jamal; Tarikh Al-

‘Umlah wa-al-Nuqoud fi Dawalat

al-Kuwait, p. 77).

« Drop in customs revenues
and decline of shipbuilding
industry

Shaikh Salim Bin Mubarak’s policy

of reducing and unifying the im-

port customs duty together with

abandoning the export tax which
took effect at the beginning of his
reign had a positive impact on Ku-

wait’s trade. (Al-Rushaid, p. 200).

On the whole, analysis of customs

revenues indicates that import tax

was on the decline during World

War I. In tax year 1917/1918 reve-

nues amounted to 63, 486 Rupees

while in the following tax year

1918/1919 they declined to 49,

685 Rupees. Such drop in customs

revenues may be seen as a direct

result of the sea blockade which
was enforced against Kuwait dur-
ing that time (Dr. Al-Muharib and

Dr. Mahfoud; Al-Jamarik Al-Kuwait-

iyah, p. 39).

Like a beehive, all
Kuwaitis worked
together day and night
to build the Third Wall.

il ST
In 1920 Kuwait city Third Wall controlled all incoming and
outgoing movements

On its part, the sail shipbuilding
works which boomed in the early
years of World War |, has also tak-
en its toll as the number of ships
which were built during 1919-
1921 dropped to 38 ships only. (Dr.
Yaqoub Yousuf Al-Hijji Al-Nashatat
Al-Bahriyah Al-Qadimah fi Al-
Kuwait, p. 38). Dr. Al-Hijji reveals
that Kuwait’s population in 1918
amounted to “around 85 thousand
inhabitants. On the other hand, he
mentions that in 1920 Kuwait had
a total of approximately 900 ships
which including about 200 sea
cargo vessels and 700 pearl diving
ships, besides the water carrying
dhows and fishing crafts.
However, shipbuilding works con-
tinued unabated despite the halt
in Kuwait’s trade with the desert
of Najd (in about 1920), yet they
were not numerous or large ships
(Dr. Ya'goub Yousuf Al-Hijji; Sina'at
Al-Sufun Al-Shira'iyah fi Al-Kuwait,
p. 14).

mqu| (2019 ysams = pue2) 99 2yl 40

Meanwhile, British interest in oil
exploration in Kuwait’s territory re-
mained active. The Anglo-Persian
Oil Company was granted permis-
sion to embark on oil prospecting
in the country but its endeavours
were unsuccessful due to World
War |, and because of the discour-
aging geological surveys.
Following the war, the Company
resumed its prospecting activities
in 1921, but the discovery of oil in
commercial quantities had to wait
until 1936. (Dr. Abdul-Malik Khalaf
Al-Tamimi; Abhath fi Tarikh Al-Ku-
wait, 3rd Edn. P. 92-93).

« Medication, Bread and Water
On the services front, Kuwait saw
some scattered yet significant
developments. These included
the closure of the British Politi-
cal Agency'’s clinic, thus rendering
Kuwait totally dependent on the
medical treatment services offered
by the physicians of the American
Mission Hospital, which was the
country’s only modern medical
firm at the time.

In its turn, the hospital expanded
its activities with Shaikh Salim’s
approval and patronage, as he
provided additional land to the
Mission so it could expand the ex-
isting hospital and add a special
building for female patients. (Dr.
Khalid Fahad Al-Jarallah; Tarikh
Al-Khadamat Al-Sihiyyah fi al-Ku-
wait mundhu Al-Nash’ah hatta al-
Istglal, p.121-122). Thus, following
the end of World War | Kuwait’s first
women hospital was built in 1919
as a part of the enlarged American
Mission Hospital compound. (lbid,
p. 113).

Moreover, the Kuwaiti merchant
community gave financial and in-
kind donations in support of the
Mission’s medical services. (W. Na-
thaniel Howell; Qarn fi al-Kuwait,

C
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eth Century.

Historian Abu Hakimah describes
Shaikh Salim as “strong - willed
and faithful to religious teachings.
So naturally the British feared that
under him Kuwait would openly
support the Ottomans”. (Abu Ha-
kimah, p. 342).

o British blockade on Kuwait’s

trade

With the fighter’s persistence and
believer's commitment Shaikh
Salim was able to overcome the
effects of the First World War’s
economic, political and military
pressures on the country through
a number of measures. The begin-
nings of his reign had witnessed
the continued flow of the Kuwaiti
provision and miscellaneous mer-
chandise caravans to Syria, but
he eventually faced strong Brit-
ish protests as they thought that
such caravans provided the Turk-
ish government with vital supply
lines that enabled it to endure
the pressures of the British Army.
British protests were very serious
as they “threatened Kuwait that
if Shaikh Salim did not cease his
pro-Ottoman policies, Britain may
not keep its promise to protect Ku-
wait if there was a foreign invasion
against it. (Abu Hakimah, 342-343).
Simultaneous to Britain’s threat, its
Royal Navy enforced a sea block-
ade against Kuwait in February
1918. (H.R.P. Dickson; Kuwait And
Its Neighbours, p. 243). By this ac-
tion, Britain effectively took con-
trol over the delivery of merchan-
dise to Kuwait's port. It also put
Captain D.V MacCallum in charge
of the blockade on camel caravan
trade. The situation in Kuwait to-
wards the end of World War | was
illustrated by historian Abdul-Aziz
Al-Rushaid in the following words:
“the British government enforced

B

Kuwait’s firsts in Shaikh
Salim'’s era: a women’s
hospital , a flour mill plant,
and condensed water .

Map of water wells and camel routes in Kuwait by
H.R.P.Dickson
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blockade on Kuwait, so foodstuff
and other provisions could be im-
ported from India but in controlled
quantities, and they could be ex-
ported only pursuant to special
pass permits which were imposed
not only on those travelling out
of Kuwait, but also on those visit-
ing its surroundings and vicinities.
Constrictions became so tight that
they were about to include taking
inventory of merchandise stored
in private residences. But this
measure had to be abandoned in
the face of the adamant popular
uproar and rejection.” (Al-Rushaid,
p.204).

The British blockade on Kuwait
ended on 20th November 1918
with the end of World War |, fol-
lowing which a sum of 487, 000
Rupees was paid by the British
Government to Kuwait as compen-
sation against its losses during the
blockade period. (Ibid).

On the other hand, Kuwait expe-
rienced some difficulties with a
number of tribes in Arabia which
resulted in the interruption of
trade between Kuwait and Najd
during the 1917-1921 period (Dr.
Adil Al-Abdul-Mughni; The old
Economy Of Kuwait, p. 139).
Despite the deterioration in Ku-
wait’s trade in the latter part of the
World War | period, yet some of
the city’s markets saw an expan-
sion, such as the money changers
market which was built by Shaikh
Salim in the northern part of the
“Al-Sararif” square on the onset
of his rule. At the time, the mon-
ey changers’ activities centered
round exchanging different cur-
rencies and dealing with them for
their own account or in favour of
speculating merchants who profit-
ed from currency fluctuation. The
main traded currency at the time
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stand today, and extended until
the Watyah shore on the western
part of the city [where the Catholic
Church is currently located]. (Ibid,
p. 19).

The wall comprised five large de-
fensive military towers and 26
small observation and firing tow-
ers spaced out along the wall at
a distance of 200 yards separat-
ing one tower from another. (Ibid,
p. 20). Five large gates were built
in different locations of the wall,
which were open in the morn-
ing and closed in the evening
and were guarded day and night.
These gates are the only remain-
ing vestiges of the third Kuwait
city wall which was demolished in
1957 (Ibid, p. 33).

In an original and detailed study
on the construction of Kuwait's
third wall, Engineer Sabah Al-Rayis
states that the total sums spent
from the Emirate’s treasury on the
erection of the wall amounted to
188, 000 Rupees. (Sabah Muham-
mad Amin Al-Rayis; Tarikh Al-Han-
dasah fi Al-Kuwait, p. 146).

On the other hand, Kuwaiti histo-
rian Abdul Aziz Al-Rushaid who
lived through the building of Ku-
wait city third wall presents an
expressive image of its building
scene:

“Following the battle of Hamadh
which aroused fear in people’s
hearts and chased away sleep
from their eyes, [Shaikh] Salim was
determined that the city be sur-
rounded by a formidable wall to
ward off attacks, thus extinguish-
ing the blazing embers of fear,
and diminishing the anxieties that
troubled people in those days.
He was so determined that he re-
fused to entertain other opinions
voiced by those who objected to
his view on the matter, and he ig-

Colonel Dickson on the
battle of Jahra :” A very
great victory for Kuwait”.

Some students of the Calverly English School in

Kuwait

i,’

Poet Saqr Al-Shibib
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Inscription of an Arabic maxim on the Sief Palace
enterance since Shaikh Salim's era
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nored those who argued that the
wall would infringe on their free-
dom. All Kuwaitis without excep-
tion took part in constructing the
wall and in this endeavour they
exerted great energy that could be
rarely matched. Indeed within two
months, the wall was completely
built”. (Al-Rushaid, p. 213).

A great deal of literature was com-
posed on the exceptional high mo-
rale of Kuwaiti people who rushed
to build the wall, including descrip-
tion of their amazing cooperation
and remarkable organization. One
such enlightening images is pro-
vided by Dr. Adil Al-Abdul-Mughni
in the following passage:

“I have asked my father who took
part with his compatriots in build-
ing the wall about his recollections
of that experience. He said that al-
though this event took place many
long years ago, yet he still vividly
remembered the day on which
everyone young and old, without
exception, came forward. They
gathered in groups of men who
came out from all quarters. Each
group undertook to build the wall
on the site which was opposite to
their residential quarters (Fireej).
Thus, the inhabitants of Sharq,
[the eastern part of the city] con-
structed their part of the wall, and
the dwellers of Murgab [the south-
ern part of the city], built their side
of the wall, while those who lived
in al-Qiblah, [western part of the
city], erected their portion of the
wall”. (Dr. Adil Muhammad Al-Ab-
dul-Mughni ; Dirasat fi al-Turath
Al-Kuwaiti, p.25).

Moreover, Al-Abdul Mughni illus-
trates the Kuwaitis’ enthusiasm
while constructing the wall even
during the fasting month, for“their
happiness and joy at working dur-
ing the Ramadan nights emanated

E
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p.84).

Additionally, the Mission received
a donation from Shaikh Khaz'al
Bin Mirdaw on his visit to Kuwait
in 1918. This donation went to
paving the adjacent road to the
Hospital. (Tarikh Al-Khadamat Al-
Sihiyyah, p. 79).

Also in the domain of vital services,
Shaikh Salim’s reign saw the intro-
duction of the very first flour mill
plant which came into operation
through the initiative of Hamad
Al-Khalid, a leading Kuwaiti mer-
chant. (Abdullah Khalid Al-Hatim;
Min Huna Bada‘at al-Kuwait, p.
165).

On the potent water front, Kuwait
had its first taste of desalinated
water in its history on March 17,
1919 when the water condenser
finally came into operation. How-
ever, besides producing inferior
quality water at expensive price
, it failed to produce the required
quantities of condensed water.The
outcome resulted in total rejection
of Kuwait’s first water condenser’s
output. (Al-Nashatat Al-Bahriyah
Al-Qadimah fi al-Kuwait, p. 237).

« The story of the last clay wall
Kuwait's economic difficulties
were not the only challenge that
confronted Shaikh Salim Bin
Mubarak who faced even the more
serious risks posed by the attacks
of al-lkhwan (Brethren), consist-
ing of extremist tribal groups
in the Arabian Peninsula which
sought to control Kuwait's ter-
ritories. Their blatant aggressive
acts included the bloody battle of
“Hamadh” where on May 28, 1920,
led by Faisal Al-Duwish, they dealt
a treacherous blow to the peace-
ful Kuwaiti tribes who frequented
“Al-Grayah”, a remote area deep in
Kuwait’s desert. As a result, Shaikh
Salim ordered in June 1920 that a

D

The battle of Jahra:
Courageous 1500
Kuwaiti fighters defated
4000“ Ikhwan”.

Shaikh Salim under siege
in Red Palace at Jahra:a
calm smile, rare courage,
and infinite resolve.
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View of the historical Red Palace in Al-Jahra

Historian Abdul-Aziz Al-Rushaid

wall be built around Kuwait city
to ward off possible attacks. It is
reported that “generally, all the
Kuwaitis took part in its construc-
tion and put unparalleled efforts
towards its completion.” (Al-Rus-
haid p. 213). Moreover, it is said
that Shaikh Salim had actually en-
tertained the idea of building the
wall two years earlier, but the proj-
ect had to be postponed on the
advice of the British Political Agent
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in the country. (Bashar Khalifoh;
Sour Al-Kuwait Al-Thalith wa Tarikh
Bawatih, p. 15).

Eventually, Shaikh Salim ordered
the release of necessary funds for
the construction of the wall which
was described by Colonel Dickson
as“a defensive wall erected around
Kuwait City, and was built within
two months, where the population
joined their hands together on
shift basis in various work teams”.
(c.fIbid, p. 17).

On the other hand Dr. Mylrea,
physician at the American Mis-
sion Hospital in Kuwait and a con-
temporary eye witness provides
a lively description of the wall’s
construction in his memoirs. He
mentions that the construction of
the wall was a well-organized ef-
fort, that a tax was imposed on
[Kuwait] city population for the
purpose, and some prominent
men in the city were assigned spe-
cific responsibilities. A man was re-
sponsible for excavations, another
for providing clay, and a third for
transportation. According to Myl-
rea, clay was the main material to
be used in construction of which
huge quantities were required,
considering that the wall was go-
ing to be three miles long, six feet
thick, and twenty feet high.
Mylrea adds that a certain man
was assigned the responsibility of
providing sufficient quantities of
gypsum and mortar, while another
was responsible for feeding thou-
sands of workers in addition to
having a person in charge of sup-
plying potent water for builders
“(c.f. Ibid, p. 18).

The finished wall surrounded Ku-
wait city in a semi-circle line which
started from the eastern part of the
town, at the Ras Ajouza sea point,
opposite where Kuwait Towers
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defeat of the Ikhwan; the first be-
ing the exceptional bravery dis-
played by the Kuwaitis in their fight
against the enemy under the com-
mand of Shaikh Salim Al-Mubarak,
combined with their readiness to
make sacrifices in defence of their
country. Many of them fell as mar-
tyrs, including the commander of
the First Division Shaikh Jabir Al-
Abdullah Al-Sabah, Amir of Al-Jah-
ra village Abdul-Karim Albdul-Latif
Al-Saeed, Ali Bin Shamlan Al-Rou-
mi, Ahmad Bin Sa’ad Al-Nahidh, in
addition to many others. (NCCAL;
Al-Qasr Al-Ahmar, Tarikh Ya'baq bi
Tadhiyat Khalidah, p. 42).

The second factor which acceler-
ated the lkhwan’s defeat was the
arrival of the support force which
was dispatched by Shaikh Ahmad
Al-Jabir Al-Sabah from Kuwait city,
which provided the much needed
rescue to Kuwaiti fighters stranded
in the Red Palace. This force con-
sisted of around 600 fighters who
sailed to the shores near the vil-
lage of Al-Jahra in Amiri launches
and private sail boats under the
command of Shaikh Abdullah Al-
Salim Al-Sabah. Another cavalier
force was dispatched overland
route under the command of Mar-
shad Bin Tawalah. (Ibid, p. 38).
Combined, these two factors suc-
cessfully crushed the Ikhwan at-
tack on al-Jahra village especially
in view of their failed repeated
attempts to storm into the Red
Palace and the heavy losses they
sustained in lives and ammunition.
(Ibid.p 39).

Al-Jahra battle represents the last
of the traditional desert type con-
frontations which were imposed
by invaders on Kuwait. It resulted
in a resounding victory for Kuwait
and an all-time defeat for its ene-
mies. This outcome which had far

Shaikh Fahad bin Salim
Al-Mbarak went to
Calverly’s English school
despite the banning
fatwas.

A Third Wall gate preserved until today- viewed from
outer side of the Wall

reaching reverberations was de-

scribed by Colonel Dickson:”In the

eyes of the Arabs, [it] was a very
great victory for Kuwait”. (Dickson,

p. 255).

« If Power had lasted for others,
it would never have come
down to you

Shaikh Salim who was victorious
in the sabre and rifle battles, also
excelled himself in personal traits
as a man and as a ruler. He was
famed for his political leadership
which was characterized by clear
vision, and was also well known for
his conservative religious, cultural
and social convictions. His politi-
cal wisdom was summed up in an
inscription which he ordered to be
placed on the Sief Palace entrance
which read as follow:“Had it [ pow-
er] lasted for others it would never
have come down to you". This is an

Arabic maxim attributed to the Ab-

basid era, which was always quot-

ed by Shaikh Salim. (Qasr Al-Sief; p.

39).

Given Shaikh Salim’s character, this

maxim may indicate his ascetic

and transcendental perspective of
power. His contemporary historian
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Abdul-Aziz Al-Rushaid illustrates
the main traits characterizing
Kuwait’s ninth ruler in following
phrases:

“[Shaikh] Salim was modest and
virtuous to the extent that even
his staunchest enemies could not
find anything to say against him”;
and: “he was given to long periods
of pensive silence”. Shaikh Salim
was also described by Al-Rushaid
as “compassionate, fond of Arabic
grammar, passionate about read-
ing literary works, appreciated Ara-
bic poetry and had a deep interest
in religious issues”. Moreover, “he
was knowledgeable, courteous,
and observed religious rites”; and
“he was characterized by a rare
courage”. (Al-Rushaid, p. 200).
Consequently, it could be inferred
that Shaikh Salim’s intellectual
orientation was in harmony with
the cultural and social norms of
his day. Thus, he had consider-
able popular support, particularly
when he ordered that “the country
be cleansed from debauchery. This
made him earn infinite praise for
his concern about public morality”
(Ibid, p. 201).

Shaikh Salim who enjoyed the
company of poets and men of let-
ters, patronized Saqgr Al-Shibib, Ku-
wait's progressive poet whom he
instated as his “poet laureate” (Ibid,
p. 336).

This may be also due to the fact
that Shaikh Salim and poet Al-
Shibib had strong bonds going
back to their early youth when
they attended Islamic jurispru-
dence lessons at the school of the
religious Shaikh Ahmad Al-Farisi,
who lectured under the trees of
his orchard in the Kuwaiti coastal
village of Fintas. (Ahmad Al-Bishr
Al-Roumi and Abdul-Saltar Farraj;
Diwan Saqr Al-Shibib p. 14).

G
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from their resolve and determina-
tion to accomplish their assign-
ment as fast as possible. Their per-
sistent work actively went on in a
beehive manner. Workers would
encourage each other to exert
more effort through commending
their colleagues’work and express-
ing stimulating phrases such as
“Gawwahum Allah” (May God give
you strength) or through chanting
group songs which are morale-
lifting and induce further activity”
(Ibid, p. 21 - 22).
» Repelling Al-lkhwan's attack
on Jahravillage
Soon after completing the con-
struction of the wall, Faisal Al-
Duwish once again led a group of
the extremist Ikhwan in an attack
on the strategic village of Al-Jahra
located some 37 kilometers to the
north of Kuwait city. In the early
morning of 10 October 1920 Al-
Jahra was attacked by the lkhwan
force consisting of about 4000
fighters. They were faced by 1500
Kuwaiti fighters who defended
the village. The Kuwaiti contingent
bravely fought back the attackers
inflicting heavy losses on them.
Many of the Kuwaiti defense force
fell as martyrs in the battle field,
while numerous others sustained
injuries. However they endured
the confrontation’s sacrifices and
preferred martyrdom over surren-
der.
Eventually, the Kuwaiti contin-
gent was forced to take refuge in
the nearby Red Palace where they
sought protection despite its inad-
equate resources. (Al-Rushaid, p.
217).
An eye-witness to the fighting, no
other than Kuwaiti historian Ab-
dul - Aziz Al-Rushaid reports: “I
was certain of my peril so | went to
a room in the [Red] Palace to see

F

An intellectual bond was
cast between Shaikh
Salim and poet Al-Shabib
since their youth.

Shaikh Salim -second righ- on awarding him the
Insignia of the Star of India in Sief Palace in 1919
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Dr. C. Stanley Mylrea in his clinic
[Shaikh] Salim. | found him reclin-
ing in his seat, with a mysterious
smile on his face which | could not
fathom. But | could tell from his
looks that he was driven by a rare
courage and an amazing resolve.
He had an easy self-possessed as-
surance”. (Al-Rusahid, p. 218).

Notwithstanding their losses, the
Ikhwan tightened their siege on
the Red Palace. This prompted
Shaikh Salim send two of his cava-
liers on the fastest horses he had at
his disposal to Kuwait city to seek
a support force which reached
him on the following day. Mean-
while Faisal Al-Duwish had sent an
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envoy to Shaikh Salim requesting
peaceful settlement, but the en-
voy dictated conditions that were
rejected by the Kuwaiti party, for
he said to Shaikh Salim:“Al-Duwish
wants to make peace with you, so
he is inviting you to convert into
Islam, abandon abominable acts
and smoking, as well as denounce
the Turks as infidels. Should you
submit to his (Al-Duwish) wish-
es and accept his conditions he
would let you be in peace at the
[Red] Palace. If you do not agree to
these conditions, he will allow the
Ikhwan to attack. [Shaikh] Salim
answered: As for converting into
Islam, we are already true Mus-
lims and we never abandoned our
faith, for Islam is based on five pil-
lars to which we adhere without
fail. Moreover, we remove as much
abominable acts as we can, and
we have come over no convinc-
ing evidence that would lead us to
denounce the Turks as infidels”. [Al-
Rusahid, p. 219].

Shaikh Salim had taken the oppor-
tunity of Al-Duwish envoy’s pres-
ence to ask him about the status
of the lkhwan force. The envoy
answered; “You have killed a great
number of the Ihkwan, but many
of them are still out there. Their
biggest disadvantage is that they
are out of ammunition”. (Ibid).
Another confrontation ensued on
the evening of that day in which
the Ikhwan attacked the besieged
Kuwaitis in the Red Palace with
axes and mattocks. The Kuwaitis
put up tough resistance by open-
ing heavy fire on the Ikhwan who
incurred new losses and were
forced to withdraw from al-Jahra
the next morning, carrying their
injured, and leaving their dead
fighters behind. (Ibid, p. 222).

Two major factors resulted in the
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A modern photo of a gate viewed from the inner side of the Third Wall

War |, the British government hon-
oured Shaikh Salim by decorating
him with the insignia of the Com-
panion of the Order of the Star
of India | in appreciation of the
support shown by Kuwait and its
ruler to Britain during the war. The
award ceremony was held at Sief
Palace on 26 March 1919, and was
attended by Shaikh Khaz'al Bin
Mirdaw, a number of British offi-
cials, and a large crowd of Kuwaiti
notables and citizens. (Qasr Al-Sief,
p. 39).

It must be emphasized that the
desert traditions had long before
that date knighted Shaik Salim Bin
Mubarak who took a leading part
in several military confrontations
which occurred during his father’s
reign, including commanding
the Kuwaiti force which was dis-
patched to suppress the rebellion
of Al-lhsa region in November
1915. The Kuwaiti force under his
command was victorious in its mis-

sion, but on its return to Kuwait it
received the sad news of the death
of Shaikh Mubarak. (Dickson, p.
152). Thus, no wander that Shaikh
Salim was aptly described by Colo-
nel Harold Dickson as “a man of
exceptional bravery”. (Ibid, p. 243).
However, after emerging victori-
ous from the battle of Al-Jahra,
Shaikh Salim dismounted his
horse and puts his sabre aside to
give diplomacy a chance when he
conferred on 29 September 1920
with Sir Percy Cox to discuss the is-
sue of Kuwait's borders. (Qasr Al-
Sief, p. 40).

Subsequently, in February 1921,
following the mediation of Shaikh
Khaz'al Bin Mirdaw, Shaikh Salim
dispatched a Kuwaiti delegation
headed by Shaikh Ahmad Al-Jabir
Al-Sabah to conduct discussions
on Kuwait’s borders with Amir Ab-
dul-Aziz Ibn Saud. However, when
Shaikh Salim died on 23 February
1921, the negotiations were can-
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celled. (Dickson, p. 257).

Shaikh Salim was the last of the
princely knights among the rulers
of Kuwait, who boldly command-
ed the battles of engagement and
hand to hand combat in defense
of the homeland, and for rescuing
neighbours in crisis.

His death, occurred at a time when
an important chapter of Kuwait's
history was nearing its end, as the
demise of its ninth ruler was a sign
of the imminent disappearance
of many inherited traditional life
styles known by Kuwait over the
previous two centuries of its histo-
ry, including the salient patterns of
economic, administrative, social,
political and military activities. The
few years that followed enabled
Kuwait to adjust to the require-
ments of the major changes that
were to affect the country and the
region in the subsequent decades
of the Twentieth Century.
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In addition to Saqgr Al-Shibib, the
intellectual scene during Shaikh
Salim’s era was dominated by such
poets and men of letters like histo-
rian Abdul Aziz Al-Rushaid, the re-
ligious teacher Abdullah Bin Khalaf
Al-Dahayan, and poet Khalid Bin
Muhammad Al-Faraj, among oth-
ers. (Al-Rushaid, p. 201). That scene
also saw the publication of Abdul-
lah Al-Fraj's poetic collection en-
titled Al-Atraj min Diwan Al-Faraj
(The Fruits of Al-Faraj's Poems)
which was printed for the first time
in the Indian city of Bombay in
1919. This latter poet is renowned
as the leading vernacular verse
writer in Kuwait. He also wrote po-
etry in classical Arabic language
and was famed for his contribu-
tions to music throughout the Ara-
bian Gulf region. (Dr. Khalifah Al-
Wagayan, Al-Taghafah fi Al-Kuwait,
p. 76).
Moreover, an important educa-
tional development occurred in
Shaikh Salim’s reign when the
first English Language School was
open in 1917 by the American
Arabian Mission in Kuwait. The
school was joined by a number
of enthusiastic Kuwaiti youth, but
as soon as it started it faced vehe-
ment objections by some rigid lo-
cal religious scholars who issued
“an edict forbidding the learning
offered by that school. However,
their endeavours were doomed
to failure” (Min Huna Bada’at Al-
Kuwait, p. 75-76).
In response to such objections,
Shaikh Salim took the practical
step of denouncing such adver-
sary campaigns by sending his son
Shaikh Fahad to register in that
school (Qarn fi Al-Kuwait, p. 87).
o The Nation’s Knight and the
Country’s Statesman
Shaikh Salim’s character combined

H

Shaikh Salim: The

last princely knight
commanding battles of
direct engagements.

ﬁ,-

£

€,
y

British Official Sir Ronald Storrs

such different traits that might
have appeared to be incongruous
atfirst sight. However, it seems that
despite their apparent contrast,
these various personality traits
co-existed in peaceful harmony
which fascinated some of his con-
temporary observes. He fell in love
with the desert life and embraced
its chivalry and daring confronta-
tions. It was reported that “before
becoming ruler, Shaikh Salim had
spent all his life in the desert and
hated all modern amenities”. (Dick-
son, p. 243).

From the plain desert life, Shai-
kh Salim successfully made the
smooth transition to Sief Palace di-
plomacy when he ascended to the
rule of Kuwait. He easily absorbed
the requirements of running the
state without having to suppress
his ascetic tendencies.

Moreover, it is evident that his
thoughtful silence did not stand
in the way of effective communi-
cation with his people, the Bris-
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tishd diplomats and the small
foreign community in Kuwait. For
instance, he did not hesitate to
consult his experienced subjects
on vital issues facing the country,
such as when he was informed by
Mr. John Hugo Bill the Deputy Brit-
ish Political Resident in the Gulf
that Britain was going to send its
officers to enforce trade embargo
on Kuwait’s sea and land outlets,
Shaikh Salim responded that he
could not alone decide on the
matter as he had to deliberate on
it with the rest of the Sabah family
and Kuwait's notables (Al-Rushaid,
p. 202-203).

Kuwait’s ninth ruler also main-
tained cordial relations with Dr.
Stanley Mylrea of the American
Mission Hospital to the point that
one day in 1916 Shaikh Salim per-
sonally went to the hospital and
apologized to Dr. Mylrea for his
servant’s negligence in adminis-
tering the medicine prescribed by
Dr. Mylrea for Shaikh Fahad son of
Shaikh Salim. (Ibid, p. 246 — 247).
History also remarks that Shaikh
Salim's character was admired
by Sir Ronald Storrs, a senior Brit-
ish official who visited Kuwait on
June 4, 1917. The two met at the
house of the British Political Agent
to which Shaikh Salim was invited
on the occasion of celebrating
King George V’s birthday. Follow-
ing that meeting Storrs wrote in
his memoirs that Shaikh Salim was
“courteous, but with the reserved
authority of a strict Muslim ruler
and saint”. (R. Storrs; The Memoirs
of Sir Ronald Storrs [New York; G.P.
Putnam’s sons, 1937], p. 255).

The British Government's defer-
ence for Shaikh Salim Bin Mubarak
continued unscathed despite their
transient differences during the
war. Following the End of World
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